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Nancy and Bob Mitchell
Co-Presidents
Welcome to Spring! We are pleased to announce that we
will host our rst incoming journey in August, at the same
time as Irish Fest, which remains uncanceled (so far). The
Connecticut club is eager to come, as told to us by Ginger
Smith, the President, and is hoping to see “unusual things”
(her words). Would any member like to be part of a committee
to organize the event? If so, contact us soon with unusual suggestions.
Many of you might be tired of
virtual experiences, but hold
on a bit longer. Your Board
has been discussing ways we
can safely meet together.
Meanwhile, why not watch a
YouTube video of Simon
Winchester, author of The
Man Who Loved China, our upcoming Book Club discussion,
publicized elsewhere in this
newsletter. Several videos of Winchester are available; “TVO
Doc” is the one we watched. Winchester is an entertaining
speaker, and watching it will give you a quick study of the
book and enable you to join the discussion even if you don’t
read the book itself (think Cliff Notes).
The Jewish Museum is offering interactive tours that allow
each participant to ask questions and share ideas with the
group throughout the session as if they were taking an in-person tour. We have seen several of them in person; for example,
on Golda Meir, The Life and Legacy of Harry Houdini,
Stitching History From the Holocaust—nine in all. We invite
you to go to jewishmuseummilwaukee.org, click on Visit, scroll
down to “Virtual Tours” and look at the list. Let us know if
you would like to see any of them as a group.
Attend the 5th at Five gatherings. The May gathering will
be on Zoom. We are hosting the one for June 5. Because June
5 is a Saturday, the fun will start at 3 p.m. rather than 5 p.m.
Details to follow.

YOU’LL LIKE
MAY 14 HIKE
What can we do to get together now that
the snow and cold are gone? How about a
spring hike? We will start with an easy hike
at the Forest Exploration Center. The new
(2020) nature trail loop is level, on crushed
gravel, and ADA-accessible.
The one-mile loop traverses a beautiful
forest with a canopy of hardwoods. Interpretive signs along the route educate about the
forest and the 158 species of birds found
there.
If you wish to hike more, check out other nearby trails. After doing the new nature
loop, you are invited to participate in a socially distanced tailgate. Bring a lawn chair,
mask and a snack. R.S.V.P. to Ann Line,
linerusy@yahoo.com
WHERE? Forest Exploration Center at
1800 Forest Exploration Dr., Wauwatosa. Exit
Watertown Plank Rd. off the expressway and go
west to Swan Blvd. Turn right at the stop lights,
go past the Park and Ride, and enter the roundabout. Look for the blue sign with Forest Exploration Center as you circle the roundabout, and
take that road to the parking area.
WHEN? 1 p.m. Friday, May 14
WHY? Why not? To get some exercise, to
see one another, to do something different!

CALENDAR

AT A GLANCE
5/05: 5th at 5, via Zoom
5/12: Book Club. 1:30 p.m. The
Man Who Loved China by Simon
Winchester via Zoom
5/14: Hike 1:00 p.m. at Forest
Exploration Center, Wauwatosa
5/18 Trivia Evening #11 via Zoom
6/05: 5th at 5, 3:00 p.m. at
Mitchells (see article for change of
time)
6/07: Board Meeting via Zoom
6/16: Lynden Sculpture Garden
Tour
7/05: NO 5th at 5 event
7/8: West Bend Day
TENTATIVE

2021/2022 Journeys
August 19-25, 2021 – Connecticut
Inbound
February 2022 – Tucson Outbound
2022 & 2023 Potential Journeys
Lake Simcoe, Canada – Outbound
Western North Carolina – Outbound
Raleigh, NC – Inbound
Postponed to 2023
Toulouse, France – Inbound.
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Because of the pandemic,
2021 journeys are tentative. No
plans have been made or coordinators assigned. If you have questions, contact Bob or Nancy
Mitchell.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16: LYNDEN SCULPTURE GARDEN
Mark your calendar for a FFGM visit to the Lynden Sculpture Garden
on Wednesday, June 16. The Garden “at the intersection of art and nature”
contains more than 50 sculptures in a park-like setting.”
Please contact Mary Hauser 414-466-5688, mhauser2012@att.net, if
you plan to attend. Because the number of guests is limited, we may need a
morning group at 11 a.m and an afternoon group at 1 p.m. Plan to bring a
picnic lunch, to eat with the group. There is no admission charge. The garden is located at 2145 W. Brown Deer Rd. We will have car pools if you are
interested.

THURSDAY, JULY 8: FFGM WEST BEND DAY
Spend the day in West Bend with your FFGM friends! Walk the
Labyrinth Garden Earth Sculpture, visit the Museum of Wisconsin
Art (MOWA), eat lunch at The Hub, and stop for ice cream at Toucan. Time permitting, we may also visit the Tower Heritage Center
and Jailhouse.
For now, please keep the date open. Details and sign-up will follow in the next newsletter. Carpooling will be available.
THROUGH AUGUST 1: MANDELA EXHIBIT AT MPM
From April 23 through August 1, the Milwaukee Public Museum
and America’s Black Holocaust Museum are partnering for the U.S.
debut of Nelson Mandela: The Of cial Exhibition, a new, global-touring
exhibition that takes visitors on a personal journey through the life of
the world’s most iconic freedom- ghter and political leader.
This immersive and interactive exhibition features previously unseen lm, photos and the display of more than 150 historical
artifacts and personal effects on loan from the Mandela family, museums, and archives worldwide.

CALENDAR

5TH AT 5

TRIVIA EVENING

Spring is here. The May 5th at
5 will still be via ZOOM. After
that we will move outdoors.
These events are a great opportunity for you to invite your
friends who might be potential
members.
May 5: via ZOOM
June 5: NOTE START TIME:
3 p.m.: Bob and Nancy Mitchell,
W289 N1336 Elmhurst Rd,
Waukesha
July 5: NO Event. Happy Independence Day
Aug. 5: Barb and Joe Geck,
1258 Seitz Dr, Waukesha
Sept. 5: TBD (if you can host,
contact Barb Geck,
barbarafrancesgeck@gmail.com

We had a nice turnout March
17 for the Irish Trivia Night, with
about eight members from the
Quad Cities, Iowa/Illinois and
Cedar Rapids, IA, as well as our
Regional Rep, Dale Moore, joining us. Thanks to Bob Mitchell
for organizing this. The winners
were Ann Line, Marisue Zillig
and Helen Valentinelli.
We had an inspiring Trivia
evening in April thanks to JoAnn
Richards and Cris Reischl. The
winners were Ann Line, Amy
Bley and Chris Vogel.
The next Trivia Evening will
be held Tuesday, May 18 at 6:30
p.m.

Each session will have a facilitator
who is familiar with the book.
Book club selections involve another country or culture. All
FFGM members are welcome to
participate in these discussions
held every other month on the
following dates:
May 12: The Man Who Loved China,
Simon Winchester (China)

BOOK CLUB

July 14: NOTE CHANGE:
Crescent and Star: Turkey Between
Two Worlds by Stephen Kinzer
September 8: Two short,
rather poetic works: How to Be an
Indian in the 21st Century by Louis
V. Clark III (Native American)
and Ru, by Kim Thuy (Vietnam)
November 10: The Bookseller of
Kabul by Asne Selerstad (Afghanistan)

Until further notice our book
club will meet at 1:30 p.m. on
Zoom, and information on accessing the Zoom session will be
provided a day or two ahead.

P.S. If you have not nished a
selected book, and even if you
haven't read it at all, we invite
you to join our lively discussions
as a listener or a participant.

Resuming travel, hosting … while staying safe
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FFGM members want to get back to normal and
develop those Friendship Force interpersonal relationships in a safe way. We listened to the thoughts
from a number of you plus we reached out to neighboring clubs to understand what they are doing and
how we could collaborate.
The following recommendations were presented
to the FFGM Board:
•For our club activities and journey programs, use
the CDC guidelines as a base and respect local restrictions where an activity is being held.
•Develop a range of activities to accommodate a
wide range of safety comfort levels. As the weather is
getting warmer, we can once again plan outdoor activities where our members can socially distance.
However, now that everyone who wants to get a vaccine should be able to get one within the next month

or two, small groups can get together even indoors.
Eventually, we would like to hold our delayed 30th
Anniversary Celebration, which would involve a large
group indoors.
•As we resume inbound and outbound journeys,
we need to build the con dence of the participants
by planning safer programs and getting the ambassadors and hosts more involved in the matching
process.
•In discussions with neighboring clubs, there is an
interest in developing activities between clubs.
•With many international borders closed, we
should focus on our domestic journeys and local activities but be ready when the international borders
open.
If you have additional thoughts, please share
them with Dave Kalan (dakalan@yahoo.com).

G R E AT E R M I LWAU K E E

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS

EXECUTIVE AND OPERATING BOARD
Co-Presidents: Bob & Nancy Mitchell, 262.646.2842,
rjmitch1336@yahoo.com; mitchell.nancy@gmail.com
Vice-President: Chris Vogel, 414.412.7721, cvogel@wi.rr.com
Secretary: Carole DeRoche, 414.421.7857,
carolederoche@gmail.com
Treasurer: Dorothy Krupa, 262.894.7076,
dorothykrupa@me.com
Past President: Ann Line, 262.784.3085, linerusy@yahoo.com
Membership: Dorothy Kelley, 262.375.1616,
dorothykelley60@gmail.com
Activities Co-Chairpersons: Mary Hauser, 414.466.5688,
mhauser2012@att.net; Ann Line, 262.784.3085,
linerusy@yahoo.com
Leadership Development: Dave Kalan, 414.766.6056,
dakalan@yahoo.com
Public Relations: Chris Vogel, 414.412-7721, cvogel@wi.rr.com
Communications: Position open
Fundraising Co-Chairpersons: Ed Kelley, 262.375.1616,
edkelley88@gmail.com; Donna Baldwin-Haut, 414.550.4450,
djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net
5th at 5 Events: Barbara Geck, 262.542.2960,
barbarafrancesgeck@gmail.com
Community Outreach: Sue Pack, 414.351.5572,
spack@wi.rr.com
Community Connections: Clarine Furey, 262.993.8050,
clarineaf@yahoo.com
Archivist: Rosie Haas, 414.259.1747, rmhaas1@gmail.com
FFGM Store: Position open
Newsletter: Rosie Haas, Chris Vogel, Dave Kalan, Ann Line.

2021 JOURNEY/HOST COORDINATORS

Aug. 19-25 - Connecticut, Inbound: Host Coordinator position OPEN

2022-23 JOURNEY/HOST COORDINATORS

Tucson, AZ, Domestic Outbound: Open Position
Lake Simcoe, Canada International Outbound: Open Position
Toulouse, France International Inbound: Ann Line

WEBSITES & CONTACT INFORMATION
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Midwest Regional FFI Rep.: Dale Moore,
mooredale@imonmail.com
Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee websites:
www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org
(At www.friendshipforce.org under Wisconsin clubs)
FFGM on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/129406703803635/
Friendship Force International: 1.800.554.6715,
FFl@thefriendshipforce.org
FFI fax: 1.404.688.6148
FFI address: 279 W. Crogan St., Lawrenceville, GA 30046

Ed and Kris Roepsc
We are snowbirds. We were introduced to
Friendship Force in 2018 in Tucson, Arizona. We
joined Milwaukee's group too, of course, even
though our home for the last few years has been
in Green Lake.
We have been traveling since our dating days,
54 years ago, when we would drive around to explore other Iowa towns.
We put each other through many years of
school while raising our two sons. Ed was a trial
attorney for the IRS before starting his own practice. I retired from Northwestern Mutual's public
relations area.
Every chance we got we traveled with our sons.
We have been to every state. When they were
teens, we took a bag and train tickets and toured
Europe with them before they went off on their
own journeys.
Ed and I traveled almost every year. One of our
favorite trips was with FF to Brazil. It was a
wonderful experience.
Now we have two teenage grandsons. We have
done our best to nurture the travel gene with
them, too.
We look forward to more adventures soon.

