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President’s Column 
It is hard to believe the first year of my presidency is completed. It has been an honor to be associated with so many 

hard-working members.  I thank our Board and Committees who have shared their time and talent in support, presence 
and decision-making. They make our club viable.  What a great team! 

With everyone’s help, it has been a successful year.  We had two inbound exchanges with Mexico & Arizona and 
Guadeloupe; two international exchanges, Costa Rica and Switzerland; one domestic outbound exchange to Olympia, 
Washington; and one Open World program.  

I want to thank all the members who stepped up as ED’s.  I also want to thank everyone who participated in some 
way, whether it was planning or hosting or whatever, in our exchanges and activities.  Again I say, “It takes a whole club” 
to organize a successful exchange.  Please continue to volunteer where you can. 

Doris Small will be stepping down from the board as Activities Chair.  Doris guided the committee in organizing 
events such as our annual dinner, picnic and fish fry.   This takes many hours behind the scenes looking for venues, 
entertainment and fretting over the attendance numbers.  She also introduced us to the diversity in our own community.  
Doris will be replaced by two people, Mary Hauser and Ann Line.  I know they will make a great team in their role as co-
chairs of the Activity Committee. 

I would like to fill the board position of Community Outreach Chairperson, to expand upon 
FFI’s mission and value to serve.  We would like to have one or two volunteer activities in the 
year.  If you feel that community service is an important concept, please contact me. 

2015 marked 25 years for FFGM as a chapter of Friendship Force International. In October 
we celebrated with a wonderful concert by the Prometheus Trio, followed by and a lovely recep-
tion.  As we move into 2016, let us continue working together as a viable club, building a world 
of friends that becomes a world of peace.  Happy New Year! 

 
 

 2016 Calendar of Events 

01/05 ............. “5th at 5”, Nicole Long 
02/01 ............. Board Meeting 
02/05 ............. “5th at 5”, Host needed 
02/TBD .......... Strategic Planning Mtg. 
03/05 ............. “5th at 5”, Cris Reischl 
040/04 ........... Board Mtg. 
04/28-05/01 ... Midwest Regional Conference, Quad Cities 
06/07-14 ........ Leadership Exchange, Inbound 
08/20-26 ........ New Plymouth, NZ, Inbound  
09/15-19 ........ FFI World Conference, Morocco 
10/TBD .......... Athens, Greece, outbound 
Fall ................ ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ Gala

 

 
Continue your membership today by 

paying your 2016 dues now. 
For 2016, only 61 members 

 have renewed! 

Time to renew is today before the 
December 31st! 

 

Rosie Haas, President 
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Available Position:  Community Outreach Chairperson 
Our Milwaukee Club has a long history of trying new concepts 

and even reaching into the local community to share the Friendship 
Force mission. Several years ago, our Community Outreach Chairper-
son moved to another board position and unfortunately, no one has 
come forward to take that position.  

Rather than being known as “the best kept secret”, FFGM could 
make such a difference locally if you would volunteer your leadership 
abilities. You only need to organize a couple volunteer activities each 

year and you can appoint a committee to assist you. Board members are happy to serve as 
mentors for any new chairperson so join our dynamic FFGM team who will welcome you.   

If you feel that community service is an important concept, please contact Rosie 
Haas (rmhaas1@gmail.com).  

 

Leadership Exchange, Inbound, Jun. 7-14 
The previous Leadership Exchange that Milwaukee hosted was very successful, 

so we will once again host new young Friendship Force leaders from around the 
world this June. The participants will receive training in the morning and hands-on 
experiences in the afternoon. This is an easy opportunity to host because hosts don’t 
need to be involved in the daily training activities. We also need dinner party hosts 
and drivers. Contact Dave Kalan (davekalan@sbcglobal.net) or Donna Haut 
(djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net) to volunteer. 

 
 

Midwest-Great Lakes Regional Conference 

This important conference is being hosted by Friendship Force of Quad Cities, 
(FFQC).  Plans are underway by our Midwest Regional Representative, Adrienne Moen, 
for the many interesting and educational workshops and presentations.   FFQC is also 
busy planning optional activities unique to the location like a paddle boat cruise on the 
mighty Mississippi or seeing the migrating birds in this major flyway!  There are also 
great bike trails along the river. 

The brand-new Holiday Inn and Suites is the newest upscale full-service hotel with 
easy access to interstate I-80.  You’ll be impressed with the Jbar, offering award-
winning craft libations. Other fine amenities include a heated indoor pool, whirlpool, fitness center and high-speed inter-
net and much more.   

Mark your calendar now and attend this important conference to learn how to shape the future of Friendship Force, 
to share your knowledge with others, and make or renew friendships with other attendees.  Look for registration details 
in January. 
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January 5th:  "Welcome to the New Year and Next Generation" 
This event will be hosted by our youngest and very active member, Nicole Long. Please bring 

an appetizer or drink to share that reminds you of one of your favorite FF exchanges/events.  
Nicole joined FF after hearing the wonderful traveling stories her grandmother Charlotte shared 

with her, so she hopes these will be conversation starters for any new and next generation friends 
attending!  

Please call/text/email Nicole (262-505-3838 or nicolerlong@me.com) to let her know if you're 
coming and what you are bringing so she can be prepared for the event.  Her address is 1035 E 
Brady St, Milwaukee, WI 53202. There is a small parking lot right across the street (outside Zoom 
Room), but please keep in mind that parking space is limited and downtown parking meters for 
street parking are enforced until 6pm. She is excited to be hosting in her own home, but please 
also be aware there is a staircase as she lives on the second floor. 

Finally, if you know of any members of the next generation that would be interested in joining 
us for a meet and greet focused toward the next generation, please bring them along! And remem-
ber, although we all like our current members, we need to meet and introduce new friends. 

 

February 5th – Open 
Any member can select a place for members to meet on this date.  

This is an easy task for a newer member.  
 

March – Cris Reischl 
Sign up now to host future events.  It is easy to plan and a great way to get involved if you have 

not volunteered recently. 
 
Volunteer hosts are needed for the remaining months of 2016.  How about you?  Contact 

Dale Harmelink if you are interested in planning one of these well-attended and fun events.  
 

My Dream of Peace 
Over 2500 children around the world submitted paintings to be displayed at the Children’s Art 

Exhibition entitled, “My Dream of Peace,” at the 2015 World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates in 
Barcelona, Spain this past November.  Friendship Force 
International was instrumental in getting the word out about 
the exhibit to children, schools and organizations.   

This summer at the Goodman Community Center in Mad-
ison, Wisconsin, under the direction of David Kelley, Artist in 
Residence at the Center, sixty children created paintings of 
what peace meant to them.   

These paintings were displayed at the Goodman Center 
in July and then submitted to FFI for consideration.  Two of 
the children’s paintings from the Goodman Center were se-

lected to be exhibited at the Summit.  David Kelley commented that it was a joy to work with the 
children on this project and proud that his students participated in this meaningful and prestigious 
event.  The Summit is attended by many former Nobel Peace Laureates and delegates from many 
countries.   

Note:  David, son of Ed and Dorothy Kelley, has joined FFGM on several exchanges. 

tel:%28262-505-3838
mailto:nicolerlong@me.com
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Annual Dinner Meeting a Big Hit 
 
All attendees enjoyed a fun-filled afternoon with delicious food and great camaraderie at the 

Chrystal Room of Pano’s Banquet Center in Brookfield. Rosie and Dale’s annual reports were 
followed by 2015 Exchange highlights.  Election of officers took place with officers Dale Harmelink, 
Treasurer, and Dee Birschel, Secretary, being re-elected. Congratulations!  

Highlights of upcoming 2016 Exchanges as well as a 2016 Pirate Themed Gala were also pre-
sented. 

A FUN Game Show fundraiser was held.  No expense was spared to bring Celebrity Show Host 
Bob Barker-Harmelink (Dale Harmelink) and his lovely assistants Johanna (John Haut) and Edwina 
(Ed Kelley) to the event. Mystery Gift Boxes were presented and FFGM attendees were generous.  
$417 was raised for the FFI Legacy Fund.  These funds in turn, will be used for the Leadership 
Training program being held here in Milwaukee in 2016. 

Santa and Mrs. Claus surprised guests with their arrival up on the roof top! Holiday songs and 
stories were shared along with lots of laughter and all-in-all everyone had a jolly good time!

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Barker Harmelink  
Announcer  

Lovely Johanna  Haut  Charmer Edwina Kelley All for a good cause! 

”Who has been naughty?” 
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Minutes of FFGM Annual Meeting - December 6, 2015 
 
Welcome.  President Rosie Haas called the meeting to order. 
 
Treasurer’s Report.   Dale Harmelink presented his annual report.   To date only 61 members have renewed 

their membership.  FFGM is in good financial shape. The Legacy Fund checks will be sent to FFI soon.   
 
Election of Officers.  Doris Small reported that the names of Dale Harmelink as Treasurer and Dee Birschel 

as Secretary were placed in nomination. They were approved by the membership. 
 
Presidents Report.  Rosie Haas thanked Doris Small for her service as Activities Chair and announced that 

 she is stepping down.  Doris Mueller presented a Certificate of Excellence. Mary Hauser and Ann Line 
 will co-chair the committee. 
Rosie noted that 2015 was again a busy year with 2 inbound exchanges, 2 international and one domestic 

outbound exchanges and 1 Open World program.   
We celebrated 25 years as an organization with a concert and reception in October. 
Rosie thanked all the members who stepped up as ED’s during the year.   
New this year was the 5th at 5:00 monthly gatherings.  They have been very successful and Nicole Long will 

host January 5th and Cris Reischl will host March 5th.  February is open.  We need volunteers for Feb-
ruary and going forward after March.   

Twelve members attended the World Conference in Vancouver. 
For 2017 we have requested outbound exchanges to Canada, Chili, Brazil and possibly to Cuba.   

 
2015 Exchanges.  The ED’s gave highlights. 
 Costa Rica Outbound – Rosie Haas, Donna Baldwin-Haut 
 Switzerland Outbound – Gary Drescher, Ed Kelley 
 Mexico City/AZ Inbound– Sara Harmelink 
 Guadeloupe Inbound– Ann Line 
 Olympia, WA Outbound– Mary Goeks, Doris Mueller 
 Open World Inbound– Mary Hauser, Bob Blazich 
 
2016 Exchanges.  ED’s presented information. 
 Leadership Exchange, June 7-14, Inbound– Dave Kalan 

New Plymouth, New Zealand, August 20-26, Inbound – Donna Baldwin-Haut, Cris Reischl 
 Athens, Greece Outbound, Fall 2016 – Mary Hauser, Joe Geck 
 
Other Business.  Donna Baldwin-Haut announced in fall there would be a pirate themed gala fundraiser.   

Charlotte Button described the items available from the club store.  
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dee Birschel, Secretary 
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It’s not too Late to Join the “I’m in!” Campaign 
Friendship Force members!  Are you in? 

Friendship Force International asked all of us, individually and to collective-
ly, commit to keep Friendship Force strong and adopt specific goals towards 
our growth. The goal to raise money for a one-time investment to keep FF go-
ing for years by raising $40,000 has been achieved but you can still do your 
part before the end of 2015.  

One very important goal is a retooling goal that involves our website and the 
back-end data management system that must come with it.  We want to make sure 
that we can service you and the members to come, and we have no time to waste. 
Are you willing to show the loyalty and commitment to Friendship Force to support 
this worthy cause?   

“It Starts with Me”  
Be willing to commit to working towards this goal to help ensure FFI grows 

into a stronger, more vibrant organization by personally donating $50 for a 
new database and website development by December 31, 2015.   

Make your donation to Friendship Force International and send it to Dale 
Harmelink, 2911 West Bradley Rd., River Hills, WI  53217-2052, before Dec. 31, 
2015. 
 

 

FFI World Conference 2016,  

Marrakesh, Morocco 
 Sept. 16-19 (arrival and registration on Sept. 15)  

For more details go to the FFI Website, 
www.friendshipforce.org, for highlights of this 
important event.  FFI has extended the confer-
ence allowing more time with friends and more 
opportunities to explore beautiful Marrakesh.   

Participate in a post-conference homestay 
tour program courtesy of The Friendship Force 
in Morocco 

 
 
 

 

 

The Friendship Force Newsletter  

A bi-monthly publication of FFGM 

Editor & E-newsletter: Doris Mueller 

Proofreader: Dave Kalan 

USP Mailing:  Joseph Geck 

 

 

New Plymouth, New Zealand,  

Inbound, Aug. 20-26 
 Let's welcome the "Kiwi's" in style. Join 

in the planning of this exciting late summer 
exchange.  

We will hold a Planning Committee Meeting 
on Tuesday, February 16th at 1:00 PM at the 
home of Donna Baldwin-Haut, 612 Grand Ave-
nue, Thiensville, WI 53072. Co-EDs are Donna 
Baldwin-Haut and Cristine Reischl.     

 

Athens, Greece, Outbound 
Sept. 16-19 

Plans are starting to come together for the Outbound 
to Athens, Greece. We will be finalizing dates for the 
exchange to begin shortly after the International Confer-
ence, held in Morocco from Sept 15-19.  

We are also planning a one week extension after the 
exchange, Please contact Mary Hauser or Joe Geck if 
you would like to join us. Email addresses and phone 
numbers can be found under the FFGM Board listings on 
p. 6 of this newsletter.  
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Aye, 

 Maties! 

 

Pirates of the Caribbean Gala 

Coming in Fall of 2016 
 

Can you help us “Chart a Course" for the 2016 "Pirates of the Carib-
bean" Gala? We are looking for "All Hands on Deck” to plan this fun event. 
We'll arrange an exciting evening of pirate fun and a live and silent auc-
tion.  

A committee meeting will be held in early 2016.  If you are interested in 
joining the planning committee or you would like to donate an item for the 
auction, please contact Donna Baldwin-Haut at 414-550-4450 or 
djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net.  

 

FFGM Executive and Operating Board 
President  ............................................... Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com 
Vice-President ......................................... Sara Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 
Secretary   ............................................... Dee Birschel ................ 414-476-5971 ............. deeb@wi.rr.com 
Treasurer ................................................ Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 
Ex-President/Leadership Development ..... Dave Kalan .................. 414-766-6056 ............. davekalan@sbcglobal.net 
Activities Co-Chairpersons ....................... Mary Hauser ................ 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net 
  Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com  
Public Relations ....................................... Mary Goeks ................. 262-377-7566 ............. mgoeks@gmail.com 
Communications  ..................................... Doris Mueller .............. 414-778-1108 ............. calldmm@gmail.com 
Fundraising  ............................................. Ed Kelley ..................... 262-375-1616 ............. e.dkelley@sbcglobal.net 
  Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
Social Events and Meet & Greet ............... Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 
Archivist  ................................................. Anne Szcygiel .............. 414-421-9053 ............. als@wi.rr.com 
FFGM Store  ............................................ Charlotte Button ......... 262-835-4124 ............. ca_b@msn.com 
Community Outreach ............................... Open 

EXCHANGE DIRECTORS 

Leadership Exchange, inbound 2016 ......... Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
  Dave Kalan .................. 414-766-6056 ............. davekalan@sbcglobal.net 
Athens Greece, outbound, 2016 ............... Mary Hauser  ............... 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net 
  Joe Geck...................... 262-542-2960 ............. geckj@execpc.com 
New Plymouth, NZ, Inbound, 2016 ........... Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
  Cristine Reischl ............ 414-529-5429 ............. creischl@hotmail.com 

WEBSITES & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Midwest Regional FFI Rep. ....................... Adrienne Moen  ...........  .................................. adriennemoen@gmail.com 
Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee Websites:  ........................  .................................. www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org  
  (Also under Wisconsin clubs on FFI website) .... www.friendshipforce.org 
FFGM on Facebook:     https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friendship-Force-of-Greater-Milwaukee/169486326438705 
Friendship Force International    .............. 1-800-554-6715   .........  .................................. FFl@thefriendshipforce.org  
 FFI website  ............................................ www.friendshipforce.org  ............................... FAX  1-404-688-6148 
FFI mailing address .................................. 127 Peachtree St, NE, Suite 501, Atlanta, GA  30303  

 

 Annual Fish Fry
The traditional FFGM Fish Fry will have a new look and a new time of year (spring) in 2016.  

Full details will be found in the next newsletter. 

mailto:ca_b@msn.com
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The Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee 
Rosalyn Haas, President 
11120 Gilbert Ave., Unit J 
Wauwatosa, WI  53226  
 
If undeliverable, return to sender  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF GREATER MILWAUKEE – 2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Last Name ___________________________________ First____________________ Spouse   

Street___________________________________ City_____________________ State ___ Zip __________  

Home Phone____________       _    Cell Phone  ______            Alternate                             Work Phone   ________________  

Is any of your information new?      Yes              E-mail     

Please circle any of the following that you use:    FFGM website      Facebook       LinkedIn       Twitter       Texting    Skype   WebX  

Age range:  (Spouses can average their ages)   Under 36 ____        Age 36-50 ____       Age 51-65  _____     Age 65 + __________ 

I am interested in:   Home Hosting ____   Day Hosting             Dinner Hosting (# of guests) ______         FFGM Facebook________  

Fund Raising           Exchange Director  ____   Website _____    Activities ____       Driving _   _      (Have a Van) ______   

Special Events ____   Outreach/speaker ____ Public Relations ___   Desktop Publishing  ___  Musical instrument/singing  

Language(s)  _____________________________  Very Little ____  Good ___   Fluent  ____     

Referral source:         friend/neighbor____         website ____        media _____       other ___        ___             ____             ____             _     ___   

Current or former vocation                  

Membership:    Single ($35)            Family ($55)  ________      Hardcopy Newsletter ($10)  ________                 Total Enclosed       _______     

Check one:   New Member   Renewal     Total amount enclosed   

Make dues check payable to: Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee (or FFGM) 

Send completed application to:  FFGM c/o Dale Harmelink, 
2911 West Bradley Rd., River Hills, WI  53217-2052 

 

Driver or day host. 

Send in your 2016 FFGM 
dues with your updated 

information, now. 
Don’t forget!  

 

Before 12/31 


