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March-April, 2016 www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org

What Makes FFGM Special? 
Last week the board met to work on updating our goals for FFGM.  The first question that 

came up was “What makes The Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee special?  We need to 
ask ourselves, “Why did I join FFGM?” 

I asked myself the question.  Beyond my love for traveling to new places, I enjoy meeting 
people and learning about their culture and traditions.  I enjoy sharing interesting conversa-
tions when traveling or hosting, which sometimes lead to ongoing friendships.  For example, 
this Christmas I was surprised and delighted with a small gift and card from my ambassador 
from Mexico City. 

The first FFGM meeting I attended, I felt welcomed and comfortable.  I found the mem-
bers I met had similar interests.  Travel meant more than just being tourists and seeing the 
sights; it was about personal encounters where strangers become friends.  As the FFI web-
site states:  if we can build a world of friends, we can build a world of peace. 

I encourage each of you to ask yourself this question:  “Why did I join FFGM?”  I’m sure 
many of you have stories about the friendships you have made over the years through Friend-
ship Force.  We would like to capture these stories and post some of them in our newsletter or 
perhaps to the FFI website.  Thanks to Mary Hauser for sharing her experiences in Cuba in this 
issue. 

Won’t you consider writing a short story to share!  Send your stories to Doris Mueller or me.  
It is important that we capture these stories which help us understand what makes Friendship 
Force so special. 

 
 

2016 Calendar of Events 

Note:  5th at 5 events are scheduled on the 5th of 
every month, unless notified otherwise. Details on p. 2 

03/05 ............. 5th at 5, Cris Reischl 
03/13 ............. Sufism Event, Persian School, Franksville 
03/15 ............. Strategic Planning Committee Meeting 
03/21 ............. NZ & Gala Committee Meeting  
03/23 ............. Hunger Task Force Service Project 
04/04 ............. Board Meeting,1 p.m. 
04/17 ............. FFGM Spring Get-Together,  
 St. Francis Brewing Co. & Restaurant 
04/28-05//01 .. Midwest Regional Conference, Quad Cities 
06/06 ............. Board Meeting, 1 p.m. 
06/07-14 ........ Leadership Exchange, Inbound 
08/08 ............. Board Meeting,1 p.m. 
08/20-26 ........ New Plymouth, NZ, Inbound 

 
09/15-18 ........ FFI World Conference, Morocco 
09/22-28 ........ Athens, Greece, outbound 
Fall ................ ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ Gala 

 2017 
06 .................. Florianopolis, Brazil, Outbound 
09 .................. Vietnam, Inbound 
Watch for further updates. 

 

New Address 
Friendship Force, International  

260 Peachtree St NW, Suite #402 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

 

 

Rosie Haas, President 
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March 5th, Saturday – home of Cris Reischl:  
Location:  7163 Horizon Drive, Greendale. 

 See page 5 for details.  Cris at 414-529-5429 
Bring a friend, plus St. Patrick’s Day or 
Easter type food or beverage to celebrate 
spring!   

April 5th, Tuesday – You can volunteer 
May 5th, Thursday – You can volunteer 
June 5th, Sunday – Sara & Dale Harmelink 

 

Join us!  Any member can select a place for 
members to meet on the 5th.  Plan it to be either in a 
home with attendees bringing food and beverages or 
in a local pub where attendees gather for drinks and 
appetizers on their own. This is an easy task for a 
newer member.  Volunteer hosts are needed for the 
remaining months of 2016.  How about you?   

Contact Dale Harmelink To host:  Contact Dale 
Harmelink, 414-355-4676, hlinkds@gmail.com, if you 
are interested in planning one of these well-attended 
fun events. 

 

Photos below are from January and February 5th at 5 events. 
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Leadership Exchange 
FFGM Training International Leaders in June 

Well-trained leaders can help a club grow and become sustainable for the future. Our Milwau-
kee club will provide a training program on June 7-14th primarily for leaders of new international 
clubs from Russia, Sierra Leone, Paraguay, Taiwan, Wales, Turkey, Indonesia and Brazil. The 
participants will have a 3 night home stay with the Chicago club before traveling to Milwaukee. If 
you want to be a part of this exciting exchange as a home host, day host, driver, dinner host or 
exchange committee member, contact Dave Kalan (davekalan@sbcglobal.net) or Donna Haut 
(djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net) to volunteer. We welcome your participation! 
 

Welcoming Spring - A Sufism Event 
This notice is from Dr. Saloumeh Bozorgzadeh who is responsible for the interfaith activities of the 

M.T.O. Shahmaghsoudi® School of Islamic Sufism® center in Franksville, WI.  
On Sunday, March 13, 2016 from 4-6 pm we are having an open house welcoming spring 
at the Persian School of Milwaukee which is also the Iranian New Year (whose traditions date 

back to Persian Empire)!  The address of the Persian School of Milwaukee 

is 5437 County Road U, Franksville, WI  53126.  Go to Google Maps 
for directions.  
This event will highlight the customs of New Year which are grounded in spiritual practices. In 
addition, one can learn about Islamic Sufism, experience Sufi zekr (music, poetry, and chant-
ing of remembrance), and enjoy a delicious Persian dinner served in a traditional style. This 
will be a wonderful experience where attendees can learn about Islamic Sufism and move 
past any preconceived notions about Islam or Sufism. 

This is a free event but RSVP is necessary as spaces fill up quickly. Please RSVP by March 1st, to  

midwest.gateofknowledge@gmail.com so that we can accommodate everyone for dinner. 
Warm Regards, 
Saloumeh Bozorgzadeh, PsyD www.mto.org, Chicago/Milwaukee center 
 

http://www.mto.org/
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 Midwest-Great Lakes Regional Conference 

Sign up now for this Regional Conference. 

CONFERENCE FEES:  
Early Registration fee: $140 per person if postmarked by March 21, 2016, or $150 per person if postmarked 
after March 21. Fee includes Hospitality meet and greet reception on Thursday evening 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm, 
two days of conference (including FFI’s new CEO and President Jeremi Snook), snacks during the break-
out sessions on Friday and Saturday, lunches on Friday and Saturday, dinner with evening entertainment 
on Friday at the hotel, and closing banquet with entertainment at the Tanglewood Hills Pavilion on Saturday 
evening. Your club President and one other club leader are invited to the Sunday morning President’s Ses-
sion at no extra charge. Register today! Please wear your club name tags at all conference activities and 

meals. Please send your completed registration form with payment to FFQC to:  FFQC Attn. Ted Pfeiff, 
P.O. Box 504, Bettendorf, IA 52722.  Questions?  Harry Frick, 563-355-1050, harry276@msn.com or 
Eldon Greiman, 563-289-3132, ejgreiman@gmail.com  
HOTEL RESERVATIONS:  
Call 563-344-2900 to make your hotel reservations at the conference venue at the 
new Holiday Inn & Suites, 4215 Elmore Ave, Davenport, IA 52807. Mention 
Friendship Force Conference to receive the conference room rate of $109 plus tax. 

For complete details go to the FFQC website to download their Feb. 

newsletter with the registration form.  
http://home.earthlink.net/~tpfeiff/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/ffqcnewsletter2016-2final.pdf 

 

Athens, Greece, Outbound 
The dates of Sept 22-28 are confirmed. We a week’s 

extension will follow. They can take 12-15 ambassa-
dors. Please contact Mary Hauser or Joe Geck if you 
would like to join us. Email addresses and phone num-
bers can be found under the FFGM Board listings on p. 6 
of this newsletter.  

 

2016 FFI World Conference,  

Marrakesh, Morocco 
 Sept. 15-18 (arrival and registration on Sept. 15)  

To register, go to the FFI Website, 
www.friendshipforce.org.  There 
you’ll find highlights of this important 
event.  FFI has extended the confer-
ence allowing more time with friends 
and more opportunities to explore 

beautiful Marrakesh.   
Participate in a post-conference homestay tour pro-

gram courtesy of The Friendship Force of Morocco. 
.

Membership 
Riley, Betty    (new address) 

W156 N4881 Pilgrim Road, Apt 225 
Menomonee Falls WI 53051-6910 

Konings, Jane   (New apt. #) 
c/o Layton Terrace 
9200 W. Layton Ave., C114 
Greenfield, WI  53228 

Loveland, Cheryl  (renewal) 
413 Thomas Rd. 
Wales, WI  53183-9413 
262-968-3598 
richeryl@centurylink.net 

Club Directories will be available at our April 17 
Spring Get -Together.  If you need 2016 information for 
club purposes before then, email Doris Mueller at 
calldmm@gmail.com.  She will send you a pdf file.   

 

The Friendship Force Newsletter  

A bi-monthly publication of FFGM 

Editor & E-newsletter: Doris Mueller 

Proofreader: Dave Kalan 

USP Mailing:  Joseph Geck 
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Join the Fun at the March 5th at 5 
FFGM March Mash-up (google it) 

Cris Reischl’s Home  
7163 Horizon Drive, Greendale, WI 53129 

Bring St. Patrick’s Day or Easter themed food or drink 
to share.  Please RSVP to Cris by March 1st at 
careischl@gmail.com or (414) 425-9300 to let her know if 
you are coming and what you are bringing.  

As always, friends and new prospective members are 
welcome. 

Directions: From 76th Street heading towards south 
towards Franklin, turn left on to Hillridge Drive (which is 
just past Root River Parkway).  Then take the first left turn 
onto Horizon Drive. 7163 will be on the right, about 1 
block down. From Loomis Road, turn right onto Horizon—
the next street after Root River Parkway.  

 

New Plymouth, New Zealand,  

Inbound, Aug. 20-26 
The city of New Plymouth, New Zealand is known for 

its sunny climate, art galleries, beautiful parks and rhodo-
dendrons. It is also New Zealand’s ‘oil town’, with offshore 
rigs extracting natural gas and oil. The conical shape of 
Mount Taranaki provides a constant reminder that the 
hiking trails of Egmont National Park are just a short drive 
away. 

Want to learn more about New Zealand from the peo-
ple who know it the best? Volunteer as a home host, a 
dinner or day host for our soon-to-be-friends from New 
Zealand by contacting either Co-ED: Donna Baldwin-
Haut, 414-550-4450,  djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net or 
Cristine Reischl 414-529-5429, creischl@hotmail.com 

 

Community Outreach 

New Chairperson 
We welcome Sue Pack, the 

new chairperson of the Com-
munity Outreach Commit-
tee.  Her current plan is to form 
a committee, schedule a few volunteer pro-
jects for the year and also have the commit-
tee explore reaching out to other groups 
and organizations within our community.  If 
you are interested in being part of this fine 
outgoing team, please contact Sue Pack at 
414-351-5572 or spack@wi.rr.com. 

Cuba… An island in transition 
By Mary Hauser    

Cuba is a beautiful island. It has a rich history, influ-
enced by several cultures, and a resourceful spirit that 
has carried the citizens through more than one revolution 
and a variety of governments. 

We were fortunate to be able to spend two weeks in 
January learning about the island which includ-
ed numerous “people to people” experiences with arts 
organizations in the cities we visited. Two artists in Ca-
maguey opened their studios/galleries/homes to us and 
talked about how they are connected to their communi-
ties, one who gives art lessons to children in his home 
and another who has designed sculptures for the commu-
nity to enjoy in a small public square adjacent to her 
home. 

Students at a public school of the arts entertained us 
with band music and ballet demonstrations and we 
learned how students are selected for this specialized 
curriculum. 

In the town of Guantanamo, we were treated to a 
concert of Changui music which originated in Cuba. The 
musicians, all supported by the Cuban government, were 
passionate about preserving the distinctive rhythms of this 
musical style. 

Yes, the old cars are still very much in evidence and 
we were fortunate to speak with the members of a classic 
car club one evening. Most of the cars had been pur-
chased in the early 1950s by the owners’ grandparents 
and seemed to be considered family heirlooms.  A re-
quirement to be in this club is that the car must be at least 
80% original.  Needless to say, the members were very 
proud of their vehicles. 

As is true of Friendship Force exchanges, (although 
this was not a FF trip), we felt that we were travelers 
experiencing a different culture, not tourists looking at a 
foreign place. 
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Shiver Me 

Timbers!! 

Fall 2016  

Pirates of the Caribbean Gala  

 being planned.
 

We're in search of our treasured 
members to help plan our FFGM Fall 
Gala. We've assembled a crew of fun 
loving planners...join the fun today. All 
hands are welcome!  

We're arranging an exciting evening 
of pirate fun and a live and silent auction. If you are 
interested in joining the planning committee or you 
would like to donate an item or service for the auction, 
please contact Donna Baldwin-Haut at 414-550-4450 or 
djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 

FFGM Executive and Operating Board 
President  ............................................... Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com 
Vice-President ......................................... Sara Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 
Secretary   ............................................... Dee Birschel ................ 414-476-5971 ............. deeb@wi.rr.com 
 Alternate Secretary ................................. Gary Drescher ............. 414-489-7769 ............. gdrescher2001@yahoo.com 
Treasurer ................................................ Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 
Ex-President/Leadership Development ..... Dave Kalan .................. 414-766-6056 ............. davekalan@sbcglobal.net 
Activities Co-Chairpersons ....................... Mary Hauser ................ 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net 
  Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com  
Public Relations ....................................... Mary Goeks ................. 262-377-7566 ............. mgoeks@gmail.com 
Communications  ..................................... Doris Mueller .............. 414-778-1108 ............. calldmm@gmail.com 
Fundraising  ............................................. Ed Kelley ..................... 262-375-1616 ............. e.dkelley@sbcglobal.net 
  Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
5

th
 at 5 Events ......................................... Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 

Community Outreach ............................... Sue Pack...................... 414-951-5572 ............. spack@wi.rr.com 
Archivist  ................................................. Anne Szcygiel .............. 414-421-9053 ............. als@wi.rr.com 
FFGM Store  ............................................ Charlotte Button ......... 262-835-4124 ............. ca_b@msn.com 

EXCHANGE DIRECTORS 

Leadership Exchange, inbound 2016 ......... Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
  Dave Kalan .................. 414-766-6056 ............. davekalan@sbcglobal.net 
Athens Greece, outbound, 2016 ............... Mary Hauser  ............... 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net 
  Joe Geck...................... 262-542-2960 ............. geckj@execpc.com 
New Plymouth, NZ, Inbound, 2016 ........... Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
  Cristine Reischl ............ 414-529-5429 ............. creischl@hotmail.com 

WEBSITES & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Midwest Regional FFI Rep.  ....................... Adrienne Moen  ...........  .................................. adriennemoen@gmail.com 
Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee Websites:  ........................  .................................. www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org  
  (Also under Wisconsin clubs on FFI website) .... www.friendshipforce.org 
FFGM on Facebook:     https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friendship-Force-of-Greater-Milwaukee/169486326438705 
Friendship Force International    .............. 1-800-554-6715   .........  .................................. FFl@thefriendshipforce.org  
FFI website  ............................................. www.friendshipforce.org  ............................... FAX  1-404-688-6148 
FFI NEW mailing address  ......................... 260 Peachtree St NW, Suite 402, Atlanta, GA 30303 
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Mar. 23, Fun Volunteer Opportunity! 
My employer, Palermo’s Pizza, sponsors “Easter Baskets for the 

Hungry” every year in conjunction with the Hunger Task Force – a 
project to assemble 1,500 Easter Baskets with Easter dinner and 
enough food to feed a family of four for a week. We are handling all of 
the food collection and money raising, but need volunteers to help us 
put the baskets together. We basically set up a big assembly line, fill 
the baskets with the food, then help load the baskets into the vehicles 
of people and food banks picking them up. 

We need volunteers to fill two shifts on Wednesday, March 23 – 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 12:30 to 5 p.m. at the Hunger Task Force ware-
house on College Avenue just south of the airport. We’ll provide lunch 

and a t-shirt for those who volunteer. Members of Friendship Force have participated for the last couple of years and I 
think all of us found it to be a rewarding experience. 

If you’re interested, please let me know (a.bley@palermospizza.com) as soon as possible but no later than 
March 9 and I’ll get you on the registration list. I’m not sure which shift I’ll be working, but you are welcome to work 
either shift. My co-workers will make you feel welcome on any shift. 
Thanks for your consideration, 
Amy Bley 

St. Francis Brewing Co. and Restaurant 
 4:30 p.m., Sunday, April 17 

3825 S. Kinnickinnic Avenue at the corner of Howard Avenue 
Wear your name badge.  Do welcome guests and new members! 

Taste, Explore, Enjoy, Celebrate SPRING with craft beers and your fellow FFGM 
friends!  All beer is made on site. A sampler of eight beers is available for $8.  Not a beer drink-
er?  Plenty of other PPbeverages will be available as well as a great supper.  Choose from four 
delicious dinners: 

 Beer Braised Beef   (thick slices of boneless beef ribs braised in the house Wrath Amber Ale) 

 Bangers and Mash   (bratwurst and Polish sausages simmered in the house Kolsch beer) 

 Panko Breaded Chicken Schnitzel    (Panko breaded chicken breast with a creamy schnitzel sauce) 

 Fettuccine Alfredo   (fettuccine in a garlic cream and parmesan cheese sauce) 
All dinners come with sides.   The price of dinner is $20 and includes coffee, tea, or milk. (Cash 
bar). Questions?  Call Mary Hauser at 414-466-5688 or Ann Line at 262-784-3085. Guests are 
welcome.  Note:  Make your reservations before April 9th.  Send check for dinner 
($20);   Send in the reservation with your check made out to FFGM to Mary Hauser, 10131 W. 
Nash St., Wauwatosa, WI  53222  

 
Reservation for April 17 FFGM Spring Get-together  

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email _______________________Phone ____________ Number of Reservations @ $20/p _____ 

___ Beer Braised Beef    ___ Bangers & Mash     ___ Fettuccine Alfredo   ___ Chicken Schnitzel  

                 Total amount enclosed ______________ 
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The Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee 
Rosalyn Haas, President 
11120 Gilbert Ave., Unit J 
Wauwatosa, WI  53226  
 
If undeliverable, return to sender  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF GREATER MILWAUKEE – 2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Last Name ___________________________________ First____________________ Spouse   

Street___________________________________ City_____________________ State ___ Zip __________  

Home Phone____________       _    Cell Phone  ______            Alternate                             Work Phone   ________________  

Is any of your information new?      Yes              E-mail     

Please circle any of the following that you use:    FFGM website      Facebook       LinkedIn       Twitter       Texting    Skype   WebX  

Age range:  (Spouses can average their ages)   Under 36 ____        Age 36-50 ____       Age 51-65  _____     Age 65 + __________ 

I am interested in:   Home Hosting ____   Day Hosting             Dinner Hosting (# of guests) ______         FFGM Facebook________  

Fund Raising           Exchange Director  ____   Website _____    Activities ____       Driving _   _      (Have a Van) ______   

Special Events ____   Outreach/speaker ____ Public Relations ___   Desktop Publishing  ___  Musical instrument/singing  

Language(s)  _____________________________  Very Little ____  Good ___   Fluent  ____     

Referral source:         friend/neighbor____         website ____        media _____       other ___        ___             ____             ____             _     ___   

Current or former vocation                  

Membership:    Single ($35)            Family ($55)  ________      Hardcopy Newsletter ($10)  ________                 Total Enclosed       _______     

Check one:   New Member   Renewal     Total amount enclosed   

Make dues check payable to: Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee (or FFGM) 

Send completed application to:  FFGM c/o Dale Harmelink, 
2911 West Bradley Rd., River Hills, WI  53217-2052 

 

Driver or day host. 

Spring into action 
with 

Friendship Force. 

  


