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President’s Message 

My two-year term as FFGM president is coming to an end.  
These years as president have been very gratifying.  I have met 
and worked with many of our members.  Thank you for all your hard 
work and stepping up to the plate when needed.  Please, let’s keep 
the trend going.  Everyone working together makes FFGM the 
dynamic club it is.  We are flexible and open to transition as FFI 
takes the organization to the next level.  I am very proud to be a 
member of Friendship Force Greater Milwaukee.   

During my presidency I have also had the opportunity to meet Friendship Force members from 
other clubs at the regional meetings and especially at the World Conference last year. What a 
great way to learn what is happening in other clubs and to share ideas, and establish friendships in 
all parts of the world.  I recommend to all of you to participate in these gatherings. 

This fall many of our members have been traveling internationally – 
some with FF exchanges and some on their own.  One thing members of 
Friendship Force have in common:  we love to travel and we love meet-
ing people and learning about their cultures – both in our travels and 
when they visit our city.  Friendship Force gives us the opportunity to 
explore other lands and cultures. We are building peace through friend-
ship and changing the world, one friend at a time. 

 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
2016 

11/04-11 ........ Open World 
11/06 ............. Annual Meeting & Election 
11/10 ............. 5th at 5 x2 event, Dave Kalan 
 ...................... Note the different date 
11/15 ............. New Member Orientation 
12/05 ............. 5th at 5 event, Rosie Haas 
12/05 ............. Board Meeting 

2017 
04/TBD .......... Florianopolis, Brazil, Outbound 
06/12-17 ........ FF-Dayton, Inbound, Domestic exchange 
09/TBD .......... Global themed exchange, Inbound 

Hosts are needed for 2017 monthly 5th at 5 events.   

Rosie Haas, President 

 

Voting for FFGM President and Vice-
President will take place November 6th at 
our annual meeting.  Plan to attend this 
important event.   

 
 Don’t forget to vote on Election Day.  
Every vote counts! 
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Greece Exchange 
By Mary Hauser 

Led by Co-Eds, Mary Hauser and Joe Geck, 13 ambas-
sadors, including FFGM members Diane Istvanek and Jerry 
Randall were hosted by the Athens, Greece FF club, a small 
very energetic club that provided an intense week of history 
and culture of both ancient and modern Greece. We walked 
(mostly uphill because there are no flat surfaces in the coun-
try) rode the subway, drove in cars and buses, and sailed on 
a cruise boat during the week to take in many ruins, historical 
sites, scenic spots, and delicious meals. Our home hosts fed 
us well and selected excellent restaurants for our welcome 

and farewell dinners. Highlights: the Acropolis, the temple of Poseidon at the tip of the mainland, a 
concert in an ancient Roman amphitheater in the shadow of the Parthenon, a cruise to three small 
islands, and the friendliness of everyone we met.  

At the completion of our exchange we boarded a plane for Crete for an extension week. We 
were based in Heraklion and took day trips to archeological sites in several locations under the 
guidance of a guide who was extremely knowledgeable and fun to be with and who found restau-
rants with delicious food. We marveled at the beauty of this mountainous island and often held our 
collective breath as the driver navigated the switchbacks on narrow mountain roads. We were 
rewarded with spectacular views. A day trip on a hydrofoil to the island of Santorini was a highlight 
of this week.  

The ambassadors who joined this exchange were from Florida, Nebraska, Iowa, and Arizona, 
Madison and LaCrosse Wisconsin. It took no time at all for us to become a very congenial group. 
But that wasn't surprising....after all its Friendship Force! 
 
 

Open World, November 4 -11, 2016 
 

Update here  Bob Blazich, Rosie Haas, and the com-

mittee are working on the arrangements.  Come to the Annual 
Meeting to meet and welcome the delegates. 
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An orientation session for 

new and potential members  
will be held in Bay View at  

2525 South Shore Drive 

Tuesday, Nov. 15
th

 
6:30-8:30 pm. 

If you need detailed driving 
instructions, contact Dave Ka-
lan at davekalan@sbcglobal.net 
 

Fifth at Five 
Join us at this popular monthly gathering.  

It is a grand opportunity to meet fellow mem-
bers and introduce others to FFGM in an 
informal setting.  Wear your name badge. 
 
Note the change of the Nov. date. It is 
intended to include our visiting Open 
World delegates. 
 

Nov. 10
th

, Thursday 
Dave Kalan will be hosting  
10353 S, Rosemont Ln., Oak Creek 
Contact Dave if you need directions. 

 
Dec. 5th, Monday 

Rosie Haas hosting 
Location TBD 

 
2017 dates are open so be a volunteer and 
pick your favorite location the event. 

2017 Brazil Exchange 
The first workshop was on Sept. 7th. Cur-

rently about 16 members are showing an 
interest.  

The preliminary plan is to have a start 
date in Florianopolis on April 18th or 19th. 
Members expressed an interest in Iguassu 
Falls, and the cities of Rio and Salvador de 
Bahia.   

MILA Tours is already formulating a plan 
to these three locations and has sent us a 
plan draft.  At present, this just preliminary.  
For information contact either ED: 

Dale Harmelink, 414-355-4676, 
hlinkds@gmail.com or Joe Geck, 262-542-
2960, geckj@icloud.com.  
 

Membership Help Needed 
Here is a fine opportunity to join the 

Membership Committee to plan a 2017 
WELCOME EVENT or to mentor new FFGM 
members.   

Contact Dave Kalan, at 414-766-6056 or 
davekalan@sbcglobal.net to take part in 
helping our club thrive.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bob Stoll, FFGM member, suffered bicy-
cle accident recently just days before he was 
to go on the Greece Exchange.  He suffered 
ruptured discs and torn ligaments in his 
neck.  He had emergency surgery to fuse the 
discs.  He is recuperating at his mother’s 
home, member Shirley Stoll.  Send get-well 
cards to Bob Stoll, 2501 Summit Ave., Unit 
227, Waukesha, WI  53188. 
 

Bob Byrne, veteran FFGM member re-
cently passed away.  He will be missed.  Any 
condolences can be sent to his wife, Suzan 
Hester at 8581 Fielding Rd., Bayside, 
WI  53217-2425 
 

mailto:hlinkds@gmail.com
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Report on the FFI World Conference 
By Gary Drescher 

An exotic location (Morocco) plus enthusiastic participants (180 FF ambassadors) is the recipe 
for an FFI conference chock full of learning and sharing. And three of our FFGM members, Dave 
Kalan, Gary Drescher, and Anne Szcygiel, were there September 15-19 to join in the sessions and 
camaraderie. 

There were a lot of sessions to choose from: themed exchanges, promoting clubs using social 
media, leadership, FF in Africa, project SOAR (empowering Moroccan girls), the changing role of 
Muslim women in Morocco, club recruitment & retention, being a good ambassador, presenting FF 
to your community, and strategic planning and goal setting. 

During the sessions for the entire group, we heard Jeremi Snook’s, (our CEO’s), vision for the 
future. Some of these changes are being developed now by the board of directors. 

We experienced the culture of Morocco in several ways. We were welcomed to our first session 
by a trio of Moroccan men, who danced, sang, and played Middle-Eastern instruments. Some of us 
rode to the Atlas Mountains. At our destination, we took a vigorous hike up a mountain path, either 
on foot or on a mule, to an outdoor restaurant with a view. One night, 20 horse-drawn carriages 
drove us to another restaurant made famous in Alfred Hitchcock’s film “The Man Who Knew Too 
Much” (Doris Day & Jimmy Stewart). During the meal, some ambassadors danced with a belly 
dancer and took a belly dancing class. 

One day, we were guided through the Souk (the narrow streets among the markets). At one 
point, we encountered hundreds of men, women, and children exiting a mosque after the noon 
prayer service. We also walked through the Medina (the large town square) amid snake charmers, 
booths with carnival games, and women who drew henna designs (temporary tattoos) on willing 
ambassadors. Our send-off included a very witty verbal invitation to next year’s FFI conference in 
Manchester, England. Certainly consider that conference next Aug. 
 
 
 
 
 

Shoe Shop in Souk Market Area 

Dave Kalan, Anne Szcygiel, friend, and 
Gary Drescher enjoy a carriage ride. 



 

5 

 

Greet our newer members at the Annual Meeting/Dinner.  And 

don’t forget to wear you name badge! 
 
 

Elections for FFGM President and Vice President 

Sara Harmelink, Nominee for President 
Sara Harmelink has been a member of FFGM since 2007. She and her husband, Dale, had the 

opportunity to host ambassadors of both international and domestic exchanges. Their many travels 
have also included being ambassadors to Charlotte, NC, Vienna and Prague and Ireland. Sara has 
been Co- ED for incoming exchanges from Birmingham, AL and the recent Arts and Architecture 
exchange. 

As a musician,(violist), with the Milwaukee  Symphony Orchestra, Sara  has performed in many 
of the greatest concert halls in Europe and participated in concert tours to Japan, Dominican Re-
public and Cuba. Her many activities have involved performing within this community;  participating 
in leadership opportunities as chair of artistic liaison committee, the Players Council and musician 
representative to the MSO board; and mentoring or teaching viola and violin students for more 
than 4 decades. In addition, spending time with family and her three grandchildren has brought 
much joy to her life.  Sara and Dale, both retired, value learning about different cultures both locally 
and globally, which is why Friendship Force is an important part of their lives. 

 
Ann Line, Nominee for Vice-President 

Ann Line has been a member of FFGM since late 2012.  Friendship Force is a perfect fit for her 
as she loves other languages, cultures, and learning.  Ann has a passion for travel and has trav-
eled to every continent except Antarctica.  A total Francophile, Ann lived in Paris for a year. 

Ann is now retired after teaching French for many years for Wauwatosa Public Schools.  She 
served as Foreign Language District Chair as well as Foreign Language Department Head at 
Wauwatosa East High School. 

Throughout her career Ann has been involved in French and foreign language activities.  She 
served as president of AATF (American Association of Teachers of French) - Wisconsin chapter 
and treasurer of WAFLT (Wisconsin Association of Foreign Language Teachers) and was named 
Wisconsin French Educator of the Year.  Ann was the recipient of several foreign language grants 
including a Fulbright to Morocco and Tunisia.  She has organized and led more than a dozen trips 
to France for students and adults. 

With Friendship Force Ann has traveled as an ambassador to Romania, France, Mexico, Gua-
deloupe, and Birmingham.  She has served as ED for Guadeloupe and has hosted for Montreal. 

Ann has been a member of several FFGM committees and is presently co-chair of the Activities 
Committee. Ann is fluent in French and can manage in Spanish.  Drawing upon her language 
skills, she now tutors ESL language learners and belongs to a French conversation group. 

Friendship Force gives Ann a front-row ticket into another way of life and an opportunity to use 
her language  
abilities.    

 

 

The Friendship Force Newsletter - A bi-monthly publication of FFGM 
Editor & E-newsletter: Doris Mueller 

Proofreader: Dave Kalan 

USP Mailing – Joe Beck  

Volunteer Writer – Chloe Strait 
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FFGM Annual Meeting    
No, we are not going to Belgrade, BUT right here in Milwaukee we have a rare 

opportunity to combine our annual meeting with Serbian delegates from the Open 
World Program.  Five Serbian Journalists who are visiting Milwaukee under the 
auspices of Open World will be our guests of honor at one of Milwaukee’s noted 
Serbian Restaurants. The journalists will share the objectives for their visit as well as 
sharing first hand cultural information in the setting of a local Serbian establishment.  
Here are the details: 

 

Sunday, November 6, 2016 
Old Town Serbian Gourmet Restaurant 

522 W Lincoln Ave. Milwaukee, WI 
 

The afternoon begins at 12:30 p.m. with a social 
hour, cash bar featuring Serbian beer and wine.  Din-
ner, elections and program will follow.  There is 
street parking and a lot behind the restaurant.    

Please wear your name badge and welcome our 
visiting Open World delegates.  NOTE: The Packer 
game doesn’t start until 3:25 p.m.  

Menu: 
 Burek Spinach-Appetizer 
 Green Salad with European Vinaigrette  
 Entrée Choices: 
 Vegetarian Musaka (vegetables layered stuffed with lentils and feta baked with a custard 

cheese crust)  
 Chicken Paprikash (in-bone chicken sautéed with Hungarian paprika spice making a mild 

savory sauce) 
 Goulash (Tender angus beef cubed and slowly cooked until fork tender with red wine and 

fresh herbs) 
 Dessert is Apple Strudel 
 Coffee/tea/milk 

Reservation  (Deadline Oct. 28, 2016) 

Please send your reservation and check to Mary Hauser , 10131 W. Nash St. Wauwatosa, WI 53222. 
Indicate your main course choice.  Cost is $23 per person. 

 
Chicken Paprikash .........................Number of reservations   __________________  

Goulash    ..........................Number of reservations ___________________  

Vegetarian  Musaka    .....................Number of reservations   __________________  

              TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED   ______________ 
 

Name __________________________________________      Phone __________________ 
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June 12-17, 2017 FF-Dayton inbound Exchange 

FFGM needs volunteers for planning this exchange to welcome our 
visitors from Dayton, Ohio, June 7-12, 2017.  If you’d like to partner 
with another member of FFGM to be co-ED, this is a fine opportunity 
to learn about organizing details for a local program of only 4 days not 
including the weekend.  They will continue on to FF Quad Cities after 
their stay in Milwaukee.   

Julie Vann, FF-Dayton president, indicated some interests of their 
members including an art museum, a basilica, and a brewery.  Of 
course, they are flexible in accepting other suggestions from FFGM, 
too.   If interested, contact Rosie Haas at 414-259-1747 or 
rmhaas1@gmail.com 

 
 

 

FFGM Executive and Operating Board 
President  ............................................... Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com 
Vice-President ......................................... Sara Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 
Secretary   ............................................... Dee Birschel ................ 414-476-5971 ............. deeb@wi.rr.com 
Treasurer ................................................ Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 
Ex-President ............................................ Dave Kalan .................. 414-766-6056 ............. davekalan@sbcglobal.net 
Activities Co-Chairpersons ....................... Mary Hauser ................ 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net 
  Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com  
Public Relations ....................................... Mary Goeks ................. 262-377-7566 ............. mgoeks@gmail.com 
Communications  ..................................... Doris Mueller .............. 414-778-1108 ............. calldmm@gmail.com 
Fundraising  ............................................. Ed Kelley ..................... 262-375-1616 ............. e.dkelley@sbcglobal.net 
  Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
5

th
 at 5 Events ......................................... Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 

Community Outreach ............................... Sue Pack...................... 414-351-5572 ............. spack@wi.rr.com 
Archivist  ................................................. Anne Szcygiel .............. 414-421-9053 ............. als@wi.rr.com 
FFGM Store  ............................................ Charlotte Button ......... 262-835-4124 ............. ca_b@msn.com 

EXCHANGE DIRECTORS 
Leadership Exchange, inbound 2016 ......... Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
  Dave Kalan .................. 414-766-6056 ............. davekalan@sbcglobal.net 
Athens Greece, outbound, 2016 ............... Mary Hauser  ............... 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net 
  Joe Geck...................... 262-542-2960 ............. geckj@execpc.com 
Montreal inbound, 2016 .......................... Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
  Cristine Reischl ............ 414-529-5429 ............. creischl@hotmail.com 
Open World 2016 .................................... Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com 
  Bob Blazich.................. 262-242-6496 ............. rblazich@gmail.com  
Florianopolis, Brazil, outbond, 2017  ........ Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 
  Joe Geck...................... 262-542-2960 ............. geckj@icloud.com 
Dayton, inbound, 2017 ............................ TBD 
 

WEBSITES & CONTACT INFORMATION 
Midwest Regional FFI Rep.  ....................... Adrienne Moen  ...........  .................................. adriennemoen@gmail.com 
Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee Websites:  ........................  .................................. www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org  
  (Also under Wisconsin clubs on FFI website) .... www.friendshipforce.org 
FFGM on Facebook:     https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friendship-Force-of-Greater-Milwaukee/169486326438705 
Friendship Force International    .............. 1-800-554-6715   .........  .................................. FFl@thefriendshipforce.org  
FFI website  ............................................. www.friendshipforce.org  ............................... FAX  1-404-688-6148 
FFI NEW mailing address  ......................... 260 Peachtree St NW, Suite 402, Atlanta, GA 30303 
 

Join in! 



 

8 

.
The Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee 
Rosalyn Haas, President 
11120 Gilbert Ave., Unit J 
Wauwatosa, WI  53226  
 
If undeliverable, return to sender  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF GREATER MILWAUKEE – MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Last Name ___________________________________ First____________________ Spouse   

Street___________________________________ City_____________________ State ___ Zip __________  

Home Phone____________   _Cell Phone  ______ Alternate   Work Phone   ________________  

Is any of your information new?  Yes   E-mail     

Please circle any of the following that you use:  FFGM website  Facebook   LinkedIn   Twitter   Texting   Skype   WebX  

Age range:  (Spouses can average their ages)   Under 36 ____Age 36-50 ____   Age 51-65  _____ Age 65 + __________ 

I am interested in:   Home Hosting ____   Day Hosting ____  Dinner Hosting (# of guests) ______ FFGM Facebook________  

Fund Raising   Exchange Director  ____   Website _____Activities ____   Driving _   _  (Have a Van) ______   

Special Events ____   Outreach/speaker ____ Public Relations ___   Desktop Publishing  ___  Musical instrument/singing  

Language(s)  _____________________________  Very Little ____  Good ___   Fluent  ____ 

Referral source: friend/neighbor____ website ____media _____   other ______  ____  ____  _ ___   

Current or former vocation                  

Membership:    Single ($35) _______   Family ($65)  ________  Hardcopy Newsletter ($10)  ________  Total Enclosed   _______ 

Check one:   New Member   Renewal     Total amount enclosed   

Make dues check payable to: Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee (or FFGM) 

Send completed application to:  FFGM c/o Dale Harmelink, 
2911 West Bradley Rd., River Hills, WI  53217-2052 

 

Driver or day host. 

If you have not  
renewed your 
FFGM Dues…  

do it today  

 


