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FFGM has had some very interesting events in 2017. 
The first week of March, FFGM was hosted by FF -

Sunshine Coast Florida for an outbound Journey to 
Clearwater and Pinellas County. Educational and enter-
taining activities were planned in Tampa, St. Petersburg 
and Tarpon Springs. See a summary of our journey on 
page 6.  As FFI states: “Explore different views and 
discover common ground.” In Friendship Force we make 
personal connections and develop a deeper understand-
ing of each other. 

Ten ambassadors left for the April 20 - May 10 Out-
bound Journey to Brazil. When they return many stories 
will be told about the music, art, dance and the beauty of 
Brazil, along with personal stories of friendship. 

In April, we had our annual spring club event  and it 
was a lively time! This time we met for a late morning 
brunch instead of a fish fry or dinner. We celebrated FFI’s 
40th Anniversary by sharing news of FFI’s beginnings and 
what it is doing today. Some of you may not know some 
of the FF history that was highlighted during the video 
presentation:   

In 1977, Friendship Force was founded by Wayne 
Smith and recommended at a meeting of  State Gov-
ernors by President Jimmy Carter. 

There are FF clubs on 6 continents, 60 countries 
and over 300 journeys   take place a year. 

In 1992, Friendship Force was nominated for a No-
bel Prize due to its initiatives between the United 
States and the Soviet Union.   

As for current and upcoming events, FFGM is always 
blazing new trails.  Members are encouraged to explore 
the FFGM Book Club.  The first meeting in April was met 
with an enthusiastic response. The books selected have 

an international or cultural component.  
Also a first for FFGM, an event will be 
held at MAM, Milwaukee Art Museum.  
It is the venue for our Fifth at Five on 
May 4th at 5.  Mark your calendar and 
join us on May 4th.   

Calendar of Events 
2017 

05/04 ............ 4th at 5, Milwaukee Art Museum 
05/23 ............ Deadline signup for FF-Dayton Activities  
06/01 ............ FFGM Book Club 
06/05 ............ 5th at 5, Sara & Dale Harmelink 
06/07-12 ....... FF-Dayton, Inbound, Domestic  
07/05 ............ 5th at 5, Dee & Don Birschel 
07/18 ............ Unique FFGM  Event at the , 
 Kneeland-Walker Mansion, Wauwatosa  
07/25 ............ Annual Picnic, Wirth Park  
08/03 ............ FFGM Book Club 
08/05 ............ 5th at 5, Barb & Joe Geck 
08/25-28 ....... World Conference in Manchester, UK 
09/07 ............ FFGM Book Club 
09/14-21 ....... Global Themed Program, Inbound  

2018 
01/TBD ......... FF-Mexico City and Tuxtla Gutierrez,  
 Mexico, Outbound 
09/TBD ......... Alajuela, Costa Rica. Inbound 
07/TBD ......... English language with Japan, Inbound 
 

 

 

FFGM is counting on YOU! 

Tuesday, July 18, 

Unique  

Friendship 

Force Event 
Details on page 3 
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Fifth at Five Events 
May 4

th 
NOTE CHANGE IN DATE. 

   Host:   Cris  Reischl. 
   MILWAUKEE ART MUSEUM WINE BAR, (MAM).   
The May 5th at 5 will be on THURSDAY MAY 4th at the Milwaukee Art Museum. 
Museum entrance is FREE that day to everyone.   We will meet at the East End Wine Bar at  
5 p.m. The Museum is open until 8 p.m. that night (though the Wine Bar closes at 7:30 p.m.) 
 EAST END WINE BAR:  

The wine bar serves Stone Creek Coffee, craft and imported beer, international wines, gourmet tea 
by Rare Tea Cellar, and fresh desserts from Rocket Baby Bakery. Enjoy European-style 
small plates prepared before you at the bar. The Thursday Night Happy Hour runs from 4PM to 
6PM. Enjoy discounted small plates and $5 glasses of our featured wines of the week. 
 

Parking:  
1. War Memorial north lot: just north of the Museum on Lincoln Memorial Dr. Daily rates 

vary. There is a door directly into the Wine Bar from this parking lot. 
2. Parking under the Museum: Enter from Lincoln Memorial Dr. or Michigan Ave. 1-2 hrs. $7, 

2-3 hrs. $9. 
3. O'Donnell Park garage is directly west of the Museum. Hourly/daily rates vary.  
4. Metered parking is available on city streets near the MAM. Weekday rates up to $1/hour 
5. US Bank parking structure is accessible from Michigan, Cass, or Clybourn  St. evenings 

and weekends only. $5 rate. 
 

Jun. 5th    Hosts:  Dale and Sara Harmelink.  Celebrate Brazil!  On June 5th.we’ll be celebrat-

ing Brazil at the Harmelink’s home. Save your best samples from Brazil or take a peek at your 
recipe books and find an appetizer from the Amazon 

Jul. 5th   Hosts: Dee & Don Birschel  

Aug. 5th   Hosts: Joe & Barbara Geck. 

September and beyond, volunteers are needed so don’t hesitate to volunteer.  Come up with 
an idea and go for it.  If going to someone’s home, a reminder is to bring an appetizer or dessert 
related to the theme.  Because hosts often open their homes to you, please RSVP if you plan 

to attend. 
 

April 5th at 5 
 

It was a dark and very 
stormy night, but the  
atmosphere inside was warm and filled with fun.  Our newer member, 
Linda Siegel, participated in jam'in behind the drums! 

Linda said she would be open to being interviewed as a new mem-
ber.  (She is retired from the MSO where she played drums.) 

 

 

 



 

3 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017  

Unique Friendship Force Event 
 

Growing our club membership is our 2017 focus. 
 

We are planning a “Get Acquainted 
with Friendship Force” event July 18, 
2017. This special and unique event will 
be held at the beautiful historical 
Kneeland-Walker Mansion at 7406 Hill-
crest Dr. in Wauwatosa.  We need the 
help and support of all our members to 
promote this event.  

You should have received a 
mailed request to submit names of potential members, 
(a minimum of 3). Thereafter, the FFGM club will mail a personal 

invitation to each suggested guest. Of course, you are encouraged 
to accompany them to the event.  

Guests will learn about Friendship Force while visiting this gor-
geous Wauwatosa Victorian Mansion and 
the beautiful gardens. Help us grow our 
dynamic club by welcoming others to 
learn about Friendship Force.  

Note Rick Steves, famous travel 
author/expert, considers FF as 
one of the top organizations that 
provide educational tours and ex-
periences to travelers!"  Be creative 

and reach out to your family, friends, and 
neighbors. Consider fellow members of 
another organization, or your place of 
worship or work place. Watch for the mailed notice. We also need 
volunteers to help make this a successful event.  Say “YES” if you 
are asked to help.   

 

FFGM is counting on YOU! 
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 FFGM Book Club  
 
The first meeting of the new FFGM Book Club on April 6 got off to a rousing start.  There was a 

great turn-out with thirteen members enjoying a lively discussion of the book, Stolen Lives  
(Morocco).  

The next FFGM Book Club meeting will be held on June 1 at 1:30 p.m. at Doris Small’s house, 
1932 Cliff Alex Ct. N. in Waukesha.  Please RSVP to Doris at 262-542-1629 or doriss-
mall3269@sbcglobal.net.  Our second book, Once We Were Brothers, relates the story of two 
boys, once as close as brothers, who find totally different ways to survive war-torn Poland.  

The third book club meeting will take place on September 7 at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Mary 
Hauser, 10131 W. Nash St. in Wauwatosa.  The book is The Island, (Crete), by Victoria Hislop. 

 

Friendship Force at Work in Our Community 
 

On April 12, Friendship Force, (FF), members joined Hunger Task Force and Palermo’s Pizza to help feed the hun-
gry in our community as part of Palermo’s Easter Baskets for the Hungry. Our members were among 150 volunteers 
who helped assemble 1,500 Easter Baskets with Easter dinner and enough food to feed a family of four for a week. We 
then loaded the baskets into the vehicles of recipients and food banks picking them up. 

Thank you to Mary Hauser, Dave Kalan, Gary Drescher, Sue Pack, Amy Bley, Rosie Haas, Cris Reischl, Craig 
Dunst (Cris’ grandson), JoAnn Richards, Irene Schelman and Buddy Schelman for representing FF at this event. 

We’ve participated in Easter Baskets for the Hungry for the last few years and always find it to be a rewarding and 
inspiring experience. If you weren’t able to join us but would like to help, visit 
www.hungertaskforce.org/donations/EasterBasketsX to “shop” with your donation. This website will remain open through 
the end of April. 
 

 

 

Spring Fling - 40th Anniversary Celebration 
Fifty-four FFGM members enjoyed a delicious buffet brunch on April 2nd at the Wall 

Street Exchange in Elm Grove.  Those in attendance also celebrated the 40th Anniver-
sary of FFI by participating in various number “40” themed activities and contests as well 
as viewing a Friendship Force video with Jeremi Snook, current FFI president. 
 

http://www.hungertaskforce.org/donations/EasterBasketsX
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Global Themed Program 

September 14-21 
 

Best Activities from Past Themed Programs 
 will be Featured this September. 

 
For the September Global Themed Program, we have scheduled the most excit-

ing activities from our past themed programs:   
 

o Theater: “Guys and Dolls” musical at the Rep. 
o Dance: Watch a class and tour the studios of the Milwaukee Ballet. 
o Music: Performance by singer Leslie Fitzwater. 
o Architecture: Frank Lloyd Wright architecture of the SC Johnson Buildings 

and Wingspread. 
o Art: Racine Art Museum, Redline Studios, Milwaukee Art Museum, Lyndon 

Sculpture Garden. 
o Food: Demonstration and meal at Shully’s Catering, food tour along the 

Riverwalk, learn how to cook fun recipes at small dinner parties. 
 
Contact Dave Kalan (davekalan@sbcglobal.net) if you want to help with this exciting 
program. Future newsletters will have the member sign-up forms for these activities. 

 
Looking Back at Journey to FF-Sunshine Coast  

 By Sara Harmelink 

On this domestic Journey to Florida, Dale, my husband, and I, were one of the 17 ambassadors 
in the group.  We enjoyed becoming friends with our hosts, who were new to their club.  We “got a 
kick” out of how they interacted with their non-FF friends because of the way they enthusiastically 
explained how Friendship Force works. They exclaimed “It is the best kept secret!”  They proceed-
ed to explain what what was planned for us that week which generated a lot of interest.  We espe-
cially enjoyed our flex time with our hosts when we could go view some of their personal volunteer 
projects.  We were able to meet some of the 100+ volunteers who were making wooden toys at a 
venue of their own creation. These toys were then donated to police and fire departments and 
families in need so that they could be given to children at a time of crisis.  

Being gardeners, we loved exploring our hosts’ garden and discussed the various  plants and 
growing conditions. What a vast difference between the two states!  Educational and entertaining 
activities were planned in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Tarpon Springs.  This was a domestic jour-
ney and we were sharing with fellow Americans, but the same principle applies. Americans differ 
from place to place due to climate, geography, political and cultural history.   

As FFI states:   “Explore different views and discover common ground.”  In Friendship Force we 
make personal connections and develop a deeper understanding of each other.  This is what we 
did on this Journey!
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FFGM Executive and Operating Board 
President  ............................................... Sara Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com  
Vice-President ......................................... Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com 
Secretary   ............................................... Dee Birschel ................ 414-476-5971 ............. deeb@wi.rr.com 
Treasurer ................................................ Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. dalelink627@gmail.com 
Ex-President ............................................ Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com 
Activities Co-Chairpersons ....................... Mary Hauser ................ 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net 
  Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com  
Public Relations ....................................... Mary Goeks ................. 262-377-7566 ............. mgoeks@gmail.com 
Communications  ..................................... Doris Mueller .............. 414-778-1108 ............. calldmm@gmail.com 
Fundraising  ............................................. Ed Kelley ..................... 262-375-1616 ............. edkelley88@gmail.com 
  Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
5

th
 at 5 Events ......................................... Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com 

Community Outreach ............................... Sue Pack...................... 414-351-5572 ............. spack@wi.rr.com 
Archivist  ................................................. Anne Szcygiel .............. 414-421-9053 ............. als@wi.rr.com 
FFGM Store  ............................................ Charlotte Button ......... 262-835-4124 ............. ca_b@msn.com 

AMBASSADOR AND HOST COORDINATORS 

FF-Sunshine Coast, FL, Domestic, 2017 Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com  
Florianopolis, Brazil, Outbond, 2017  ....... Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. dalelink627@gmail.com 
  Joe Geck...................... 262-542-2960 ............. geckj@icloud.com 
Dayton, Inbound, 2017 ............................ Anne Line .................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com 
 Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com  
Global Themed Program, Inbound, 2017 ... Sue Pack...................... 414-351-5572 ............. spack@wi.rr.com 
  Dave Kalan .................. 414-766-6056 ............. davekalan@sbcglobal.net 
Mexico, Outbound, 2018 ......................... Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com  
  Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
Alajuela, Costa Rica. Inbound, 2018 ......... TBD 
Japan English language, Inbound,2018 ..... Gary Drescher ............. 414-489-7769 ............. gdrescher2001@yahoo.com 
  Co-HC, TBD 

WEBSITES & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Midwest Regional FFI Rep.  ....................... Adrienne Moen  ...........  .................................. adriennemoen@gmail.com 
Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee Websites:  ........................  .................................. www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org  
  (Also under Wisconsin clubs on FFI website) .... www.friendshipforce.org 
FFGM on Facebook  ..................................  ...................................  .................................. www.fb.me/joinFFGM 
Friendship Force International    .............. 1-800-554-6715   .........  .................................. FFl@thefriendshipforce.org  
FFI website  ............................................. www.friendshipforce.org  ............................... FAX  1-404-688-6148 
FFI NEW mailing address  ......................... 260 Peachtree St NW, Suite 402, Atlanta, GA 30303 

 

Membership 
Greet and welcome our newer 

members at all events.   
Be recognized and wear your 

name badge at all club events. 
 

Update:  
Harmelink, Dale, new email 

dalelink627@gmail.com, (Dale) 
linkds@gmail.com, (Sara) 

 
 
 

 

The Friendship Force Newsletter  

A bi-monthly publication of FFGM 

Editor & E-newsletter: Doris Mueller 

Proofreader: Dave Kalan 

USP Mailing – Joe Geck  
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DAYTON/MILWAUKEE PROGRAM 

(Inbound JOURNEY). June 7 – 12, 2017 
FFGM will be hosting 

the FF-Dayton, Ohio.  
Several activities will be 
open to FFGM members 
who are encouraged to 
participate and to meet 
the Dayton ambassadors.  
Come join the fun! 

Signup deadline is May 23, 2017 

Thursday, June 8:  2:00 – 3:30 p.m.  Vista King Boat Tour on 
Lake Michigan: $18 (Meet at 101 W. Michigan near Clybourn 
at 1:40 p.m.) 

Friday, June 9:  9:15 – 10:30 a.m.  Guided tour of the Domes:  
$9. (Meet at 524 S. Layton Blvd. at 9:00 a.m.) 

Friday, June 9:  11:00 – 2:00 p.m.    Learn about the Me-
nomonee Valley history and take a short walk in 3-Bridges 
Park.  Palermo’s Pizza Tour and Lunch:  $12.00. (Meet at 
3301 W. Canal Street at 10:50 a.m.) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Reservation for Dayton Program 

Vista King Boat Tour` _____person(s)  @ $18 each  =   $___________ 

Guided Tour of Domes _____persons(s)   @ $  9 each =  $___________ 

Palermo’sTour & Lunch_____ persons(s)  @ $12 each = $___________ 

 Total enclosed:   $___________ 

Name: ____________________________________  Email ___________________ 

Please send your reservation and check made out to FFGM by May 23  
to Ann Line at 165 N. Elmridge Avenue, Brookfield, WI  53005
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The Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee 
Sara Harmelink, President 
2911 W. Bradley Rd. 
River Hills, WI  53217-2052 
 
If undeliverable, return to sender  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF GREATER MILWAUKEE – MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Last Name ___________________________________ First____________________ Spouse   

Street___________________________________ City_____________________ State ___ Zip __________  

Home Phone____________   _Cell Phone  ______ Alternate   Work Phone   ________________  

Is any of your information new?  Yes   E-mail     

Please circle any of the following that you use:  FFGM website  Facebook   LinkedIn   Twitter   Texting   Skype   WebX  

Age range:  (Spouses can average their ages)   Under 36 ____Age 36-50 ____   Age 51-65  _____ Age 65 + __________ 

I am interested in:   Home Hosting ____   Day Hosting ____  Dinner Hosting (# of guests) ______ FFGM Facebook________  

Fund Raising   Host or Ambassador Coordinator  ____   Website _____Activities ____   Driving _   _  (Have a Van) ______   

Special Events ____   Outreach/speaker ____ Public Relations ___   Desktop Publishing  ___  Musical instrument/singing  

Language(s)  _____________________________  Very Little ____  Good ___   Fluent  ____ 

Referral source: friend/neighbor__________________________________ website ____media _____   other ______  ____  ____  _ ___   

Current or former vocation                  

Membership:    Single ($35) _______   Family ($65)  ________  Hardcopy Newsletter ($10)  ________  Total Enclosed   _______ 

Check one:   New Member   Renewal     Total amount enclosed   

Make dues check payable to: Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee (or FFGM) 

Send completed application to:  FFGM c/o Dale Harmelink, 
2911 West Bradley Rd., River Hills, WI  53217-2052 

 

Driver or day host. 

Recommend others 
for the July 18th 

 Unique FFGM Event

  


