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July - August, 2017 www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org
 

Hi friends, 
This spring and summer have been very ac-

tive for Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee. 
Our club’s outbound journey to Brazil was 

quite an experience.  Ten of our members 
enjoyed their homestays in Florianopolis, and 
Salvador de Bahia as well as extensions to 
Iguassu Falls and Rio de Janeiro. We are very 
thankful to our AC leaders, Dale Harmelink and 
Joe Geck, our tour guides, as well as our spec-
tacular home hosts!  We received news from 
the club in Salvador that our gift to their favorite 
charity was matched and put to good use by 
purchasing and delivering supplies to a local 
home for the elderly. They sent us pictures also 
which was very touching. Indeed, we are reach-
ing across boundaries, experiencing different 
views and discovering common ground. 

FFGM was very busy early in June with a 
successful inbound journey from Dayton, Ohio. 
An event new to our club was a presentation 
and tour in the Menominee Valley. There was 
good participation by many of our members 
Thanks to our HCs, Rosie Haas and Ann Line. 

We look forward to our unique membership 
event in July, more book club discussions and 
our Annual Picnic on July 25th. Planning for the 
Global inbound journey is well under way for 
September. I hope you will enjoy reading about 
all of these activities in this newsletter 

Four of our members will travel to the FFI 
International Convention in Manchester, UK 
during August. We expect to 
meet new and old friends 
alike and learn more about 
what makes Friendship 
Force so very special to 
people in many corners of 
the world.  

Calendar of Events 
2017 

07/05 ............ 5th at 5, Dee & Don Birschel 
07/18 ............ Unique FFGM Event at the  
 Kneeland-Walker Mansion, Wauwatosa  
07/08 ............ Workshop, Global Themed Journey 
07/25 ............ Annual Picnic, Wirth Park  
08/05 ............ 5th at 5, Barb & Joe Geck 
08/25-28 ....... World Conference in Manchester, UK 
09/05 ............ 5th at 5, TBD 
09/07 ............ FFGM Book Club 
09/14-21 ....... Global Themed Journey, Inbound  

2018 
01/TBD ......... FF-Mexico City and Tuxtla Gutierrez,  
 Mexico, Outbound 
4/20-22 ......... Super Regional Conference, OH 
07/TBD ......... English Learning with Japan, Inbound 
09/TBD ......... Alajuela, Costa Rica, Inbound 
 

 

 

Still time to submit names 

FFGM is counting on YOU! 

Tuesday, July 18, 

Unique  

Friendship 

Force Event 
See pg. 3 
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FFGM Book Club  

 
The popular FFGM Book Club is our new-

est endeavor to "change the way we see the 
world."  We read books with international 
and/or multicultural themes and meet every 
third month to share our insights and ques-
tions about the book.  

Our recent discussion of “Once We Were 
Brothers”, by Richard Balson, was enriched 
by Erna Siefert's sharing of her family's expe-
rience as displaced persons on a Polish farm 
during WWII, the time and place in which the 
story we read took place.   

The next Book Club meeting is 
on Thursday, September 7.  The book, set in 
Crete and on a nearby island is “The Island” 
by Victoria Hislop. Copies are available in 
both the Milwaukee and Waukesha County 
Library Systems.  We will meet at the home of 
Mary Hauser, 10131 W. Nash Street, Wau-
watosa, WI 53222. Please call or email if you 
plan to attend,  (414-466-5688 or 
mhauser2012@att.net).  

FF Resources 
Read this to find out how to download an FF 

name badge order form. 
FFI has redesigned the FF International website 

at www.friendshipforce.org.  Everything regarding 
planning and general information is available and 
grouped by categories under Member Resources at 
the top right of that screen.  A link Explore Member 
Resources is also at the very bottom right of the 
main page. 

From that link, go to Best Practice Resources for 
Leaders for a list of categories, including how to order a 
badge, listed last.   

 New Member Orientation 

 Membership Recruitment: Taupo Experience Mem-
bership Project 

 Membership Recruitment: Taupo Experience Pow-
erPoint Presentation 

 Some ideas and guidelines as you begin the theme 
planning 

 How to keep your members engaged 

 PowerPoint on Engaging the Next Generation 

 Samples of Themed Journeys 

 Club Press Release Template 

 Spreading the Word: How to work with your news 
media to tell the story of Friendship Force 

 Find FFI and club logos here 

 FFI Name Badge Order Form  

Another option is to go to the link Resources 
on our club FFGM website where you will find 
a link to download the badge form.  
 

The Brazil Journey’s Surprise Gift  
While experiencing a fabulous Brazil Journey, Ambassadors were presented with an unusual boomerang by HC Ana 

Maria Faraco and Paulo da Luz of the hosting Florianopolis FF club.  The boomerang originated from Sunshine Coast 
Australia. It is called the Friendship Boomerang. We were asked to please keep it circulating around the world and 
record it's travels.  It has been in Tuxtla Gutierrez, Curitiba-Parana Bra zil, Montreal-Canada, Braunschweig/Peine-
Germany,  Leicestershire- UK, Florianopolis SC-Brazil and now Milwaukee-USA.   
 From left to right the pictures show the presentation, the beautiful Australian design, and finally, inscription of all the 
clubs and locations where this unique gift has been.  Truly, a tale worth telling! 
 

 

https://www.friendshipforce.org/resources
https://www.friendshipforce.org/resources
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Taupo-Experience-Membership-Project.pdf
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Taupo-Experience-Membership-Project.pdf
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Taupo-powerpoint.pdf
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Taupo-powerpoint.pdf
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Some-ideas-and-guidelines-as-you-begin-the-theme-planning.pdf
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Some-ideas-and-guidelines-as-you-begin-the-theme-planning.pdf
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/How-to-keep-your-members-engaged-1.pdf
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Generational_Differences.pdf
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Sample-of-Journeys-.pdf
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Club-Press-Release-Template.pdf
http://friendshipforce.azurewebsites.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/SPREADING-THE-WORD-FFI-Tips-on-placing-your-news.pdf
http://friendshipforce.azurewebsites.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/SPREADING-THE-WORD-FFI-Tips-on-placing-your-news.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qh7cbpbetbl2wuy/AAB6kAzpBZkiNYt1RB02KvDma?dl=0
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/FFI-Name-Badge-Order-Form.doc
https://friendshipforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/FFI-Name-Badge-Order-Form.doc
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Tuesday, July 18, 2017, 5:00 – 7:30 pm  

Unique Friendship Force Event 
 

Growing our club membership is our 2017 focus.  
The special get-acquainted event for prospective 
members, to be held at the beautiful historical 
Kneeland-Walker Mansion at 7406 Hillcrest Dr. in 
Wauwatosa, is approaching soon.  Guests will learn 
about Friendship Force while visiting this Victorian 
Mansion and the beautiful gardens.    

Thank you to all members who have helped pro-
mote this event by submitting names of potential members.  Approximately 
150 personal invitations to the event have been mailed.  There is still time to 
submit names.  Email them to Dorothy Kelley dorothykelley60@gmail.com.  Of 
course, you are encouraged to accompany your referrals to the event.  

We also need volunteers to help make this a successful event.    Say “YES” 
if you are asked to help.  Help us grow our dynamic club by welcoming others 
to learn about Friendship Force.  

 

Fifth at Five Events 

 
 

July 5
th

  Hosts: Don & Dee Birschel home at 1225 N. 122nd St. Wauwatosa, WI  53226 

We’ll be celebrating Brazil at the Birschel home. Save your best samples from the Brazil  
Journey or take a peek at your recipe books or google to find an appetizer or dessert. 
 

Aug. 5th   Hosts: Joe & Barbara Geck. 
 

Sept. 5
th

  Hosts:  Volunteer needed  

Launch your autumn season by volunteering to coordinate a 5th at 5 starting in September and 
beyond.  This is a good way for newcomers to get involved with this easy event. 

Come up with an idea and go for it.  If going to someone’s home, a reminder is for everyone to 
bring an appetizer or dessert related to your desired theme.  Because hosts often open their 
homes, an RSVP is requested.  

[Type a quote from the document or 
the summary of an interesting point. 
You can position the text box any-
where in the document. Use the 
Drawing Tools tab to change the 
formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

June 5th at 5 at  
Mo’s Irish Pub for a bit of  

blarney and craic,  

(fun and entertainment). 
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Global Themed Program 

September 14-21 
Activities Sign-Up 

We were originally scheduled to receive Vietnam in September, but it is fortunate that we expanded the program into a global 
themed journey because Vietnam is no longer coming. Instead, we currently have 11 ambassadors signed-up with 9 from the US, 1 
from Thailand and 1 from Japan. Please promote this journey to your international and US friends so we can fill this program. 

The program contains great events from our past themed programs. You can sign-up for the following activities and meet the 
ambassadors, plus we need more host families and dinner hosts..   
 
Friday, September 15: All-day bus trip to Racine. Included in the price are Frank Lloyd Wright architecture at S.C. Johnson and 

Wingspread, Racine Art Museum and a buffet lunch at Reefpoint Brew House on the lake. 
Saturday, September 16: Walking tour of the Riverwalk with an emphasis on the food history of Milwaukee, lunch at Mader’s, tour 

Redline Community Art Studios and tour the Milwaukee Art Museum. 
Sunday, September 17: We need members who would like to host a small dinner party. 
Monday, September 18: Guided tour of Lynden Sculpture Garden (2:30 pm), food demonstration and a dinner of Wisconsin 

regional cuisine at Shully’s in Thiensville, (starting at 4 pm), followed by an exciting performance by vocalist Leslie Fitzwater 
and pianist/vocalist Carolyn Wehner, (7 pm). 

Tuesday, September 19: Attend the Milwaukee Repertory Theater’s performance of “Guys and Dolls” (discounted tickets are 
available) with an optional backstage Backstage Tour followed by the  “Rep in Depth” discussion. 

Wednesday, September 20: Spend the morning with the Milwaukee Ballet (daily class and tour). 
 

A workshop is scheduled on  
Saturday, July 8th  from 1-3pm at the Shorewood Library, 3920 N Murray. 

 

Global Theme Reservations 
 

Bus Trip to Racine _____ person(s) @ $35 each = $_______ 

Riverwalk Walking Tour _____ person(s) @ Free  = $_______ 

Mader’s German Sampler Lunch _____ person(s) @ $22 each = $_______ 

Redline Art Studios Tour _____ person(s) @ $ 7 each = $_______ 

Milwaukee Art Museum _____ person(s) @ $12 each = $_______ 

Lynden Sculpture Garden Tour _____ person(s) @ $12 each = $_______ 

Shully’s (dinner and cabaret) _____ person(s) @ $50 each = $_______ 

Shully’s (carbaret only) _____ person(s) @ $15 each = $_______ 

Rep Discounted Prime Tickets _____ person(s) @ $36 each = $_______ 

Rep Backstage Tour _____ person(s) @ $ 2 each = $_______ 

Milwaukee Ballet Class/Tour _____ person(s) @ Free  = $_______ 

 
 Total Enclosed         $_______ 
 
Name: _______________________________________E-mail: ________________________ 
 

 Please send your reservation and check made out to FFGM to 

 Dave Kalan, 10353 S. Rosemont Ln, Oak Creek, WI 53154 
 

!
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FFGM Executive and Operating Board 
President  ............................................... Sara Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com  
Vice-President ......................................... Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com 
Secretary   ............................................... Dee Birschel ................ 414-476-5971 ............. deeb@wi.rr.com 
Treasurer ................................................ Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. dalelink627@gmail.com 
Ex-President ............................................ Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com 
Activities Co-Chairpersons ....................... Mary Hauser ................ 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net 
  Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com  
Public Relations ....................................... Mary Goeks ................. 262-377-7566 ............. mgoeks@gmail.com 
Communications  ..................................... Doris Mueller .............. 414-778-1108 ............. calldmm@gmail.com 
Fundraising  ............................................. Ed Kelley ..................... 262-375-1616 ............. edkelley88@gmail.com 
  Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
5

th
 at 5 Events ......................................... Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. dalelink627@gmail.com 

Community Outreach ............................... Sue Pack...................... 414-351-5572 ............. spack@wi.rr.com 
Archivist  ................................................. Anne Szcygiel .............. 414-421-9053 ............. als@wi.rr.com 
FFGM Store  ............................................ Charlotte Button ......... 262-835-4124 ............. ca_b@msn.com 

AMBASSADOR AND HOST COORDINATORS 

FF-Sunshine Coast, FL, Domestic, 2017 Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com  
Florianopolis, Brazil, Outbond, 2017  ....... Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. dalelink627@gmail.com 
  Joe Geck...................... 262-542-2960 ............. geckj@icloud.com 
Dayton, Inbound, 2017 ............................ Anne Line .................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com 
 Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com  
Global Themed Program, Inbound, 2017 ... Sue Pack...................... 414-351-5572 ............. spack@wi.rr.com 
  Dave Kalan .................. 414-766-6056 ............. davekalan@sbcglobal.net 
Mexico, Outbound, 2018 ......................... Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com  
  Donna Baldwin-Haut  ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net 
Alajuela, Costa Rica. Inbound, 2018 ......... TBD 
Japan English language, Inbound, 2018 .... Gary Drescher ............. 414-489-7769 ............. gdrescher2001@yahoo.com 
  Co-HC, TBD 

WEBSITES & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Midwest Regional FFI Rep.  ....................... Adrienne Moen  ...........  .................................. adriennemoen@gmail.com 
Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee Websites:  ........................  .................................. www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org  
  (Also under Wisconsin clubs on FFI website) .... www.friendshipforce.org 
FFGM on Facebook  ..................................  ...................................  .................................. www.fb.me/joinFFGM 
Friendship Force International    .............. 1-800-554-6715   .........  .................................. FFl@thefriendshipforce.org  
FFI website  ............................................. www.friendshipforce.org  ............................... FAX  1-404-688-6148 
FFI NEW mailing address  ......................... 260 Peachtree St NW, Suite 402, Atlanta, GA 30303 

Member News 
Sandra Mahkorn’s mother just passed 

away.  We send our condolences. 
Barb Birschbach is recovering from a re-

cent knee replacement.  We wish her a 
speedy recovery. 

 
 

Computer Tutor 
On May 31st, a small group learned a few 

computer shortcuts at a 2 hr. Word & Excel 
session provided by Doris Mueller.  Another 
session will be scheduled for early August.  

Doris will provide full-screen TV viewing, 
handouts and a prescription to relieve your 
computer anxieties.  

If interested in attending a future class, con-
tact Doris at calldmm@gmail.com or 414-778-
1108.  First come, first served because of lim-
ited space. 

 
 

The Friendship Force Newsletter  
A bi-monthly publication of FFGM 

Editor & E-newsletter: Doris Mueller 

Proofreader: Dave Kalan 

USPS Mailing – Joe Geck  
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Dayton Visits Milwaukee 

Our visitors enjoyed 
a week filled with 
many activities from 
A to Z. New friend-
ships were forged 
while all enjoyed true 
Milwaukee hospitali-
ty.  Thanks to the 
home hosts, dinner 
hosts, and to the 
entire committee that 
made this happen 
with such style.   
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Membership 
Welcome to our newest member 

Buczynski, Mary 
1915 Rhode Island 
Milwaukee, WI  53207 
414-517-3472 
buczynski.mary@gmail.com 
 

Update:  
Harmelink, Dale, new email 
dalelink627@gmail.com, (Dale) 
hlinkds@gmail.com, (Sara) 

 

Kelley, Ed & Dorothy 
zip code:  53012 

 

Mexico Journey, Outbound Workshop 
Hola Amigos! FFGM will be traveling to Mexico City and Tux-

tla-Gutierrez next winter.  It will be in January/February, but exact 
dates aren't known yet.  

Come to a preliminary meeting to find out about the journey and to give 
your input.  We will meet on Tuesday, July 11 at 6:30 p.m. at the Brookfield 
Public Library, 1900 N. Calhoun Road.   

If you are interested but can't make it, please contact either Journey Coor-
dinator:  Donna Baldwin, -Haut 414-550-4450, djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net or 
Ann Line, 262-784-308, linerusy@yahoo.com. 
 

  Hola Amigos! Annual Picnic 
Come to FFGM’s Annual Picnic.  It’s going to be a Mexican Fiesta!!  

Tuesday, July 25, 2017, 5:30 p.m., Wirth Park, Area 6 
2585 Pilgrim Road Brookfield Wisconsin 
(The same location as our Greek picnic last year) 

In recognition of our club’s upcoming Journey to two FF clubs 
in Mexico, we will be having food and entertainment typical of 
our neighbors to the South.  If you like, dress for the event.  Cost is only 
$18.00 that will cover food, beverages, entertainment and a surprise.  
Make your reservation with Mary Hauser. 

Send the reservation form below with your check payable to FFGM to 
Mary Hauser, 10131 W. Nash St. Wauwatosa WI 53222.  Deadline is 
by JULY 17!!!!  Questions? Email Mary, mhauser2012@att.net 
 

 

Reservation Form – Annual Picnic 

Name(s):                             

 
Number attending @ $18.00 _________             Total enclosed: ________ 

mailto:mhauser2012@att.net


 

The Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee 
Sara Harmelink, President 
2911 W. Bradley Rd. 
River Hills, WI  53217-2052 
 
If undeliverable, return to sender  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF GREATER MILWAUKEE – MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Last Name ___________________________________ First____________________ Spouse   

Street___________________________________ City_____________________ State ___ Zip __________  

Home Phone____________   _Cell Phone  ______ Alternate   Work Phone   ________________  

Is any of your information new?  Yes   E-mail     

Please circle any of the following that you use:  FFGM website  Facebook   LinkedIn   Twitter   Texting   Skype   WebX  

Age range:  (Spouses can average their ages)   Under 36 ____Age 36-50 ____   Age 51-65  _____ Age 65 + __________ 

I am interested in:   Home Hosting ____   Day Hosting ____  Dinner Hosting (# of guests) ______ FFGM Facebook________  

Fund Raising   Host or Ambassador Coordinator  ____   Website _____Activities ____   Driving _   _  (Have a Van) ______   

Special Events ____   Outreach/speaker ____ Public Relations ___   Desktop Publishing  ___  Musical instrument/singing  

Language(s)  _____________________________  Very Little ____  Good ___   Fluent  ____ 

Referral source: friend/neighbor__________________________________ website ____media _____   other ______  ____  ____  _ ___   

Current or former vocation                  

Membership:    Single ($35) _______   Family ($65)  ________  Hardcopy Newsletter ($10)  ________  Total Enclosed   _______ 

Check one:   New Member   Renewal     Total amount enclosed   

Make dues check payable to: Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee (or FFGM) 

Send completed application to:  FFGM c/o Dale Harmelink, 
2911 West Bradley Rd., River Hills, WI  53217-2052 

 

Driver or day host. 

 

 Annual Picnic 

  
July 25th 


