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Greetings to all!
In August, four members of FFGM attended the 40th FFI conference in Manchester, England. I attended
along with my husband, Dale. Dave Kalan, Gary Drescher. Please read my report in this issue.
Sara Harmelink
In addition to the experience of attending the conference, Dale and I also made a special pre conference
President
connection. We were invited to the home of our two friends in Wales. We first met them when we were their
hosts in Milwaukee for a Leadership Exchange one year ago. Our friends gave such an inside view of life in Wales and we will
never forget this delightful and meaningful experience. They shared their home, we got to know some of their family and we even
persuaded them to visit the Pembroke Castle, a first for all of us! We shared travel advice and enjoyed coming to a better understanding of the UK political and social climate. They even shared their home while in the midst of a massive kitchen remodel. How
many of us would do that? In this day of social media, email and even quick telephone chats we can still stay connected and I am
sure we will.
As we reflect, this year has been full of new meaningful connections. It was very exciting to hear the voices of our hosts from
Clearwater, Florida as I picked up the phone and called to see how they had weathered Hurricane Irma. Our host from Florianopolis, Brazil gave us many great ideas about cooking, travel and unique methods of household storage. She always kept us laughing.
We hope to see her again when she comes to visit her sons in Canada. Our FFGM member, Joe Geck, even got to host his hosts
from Florianopolis four months later when they came here for the Global Journey in Milwaukee. Since his wife was a part of the
hosting equation she was also able to meet them and they could create new memories together.
As members of FFGM we have many opportunities calling to us whether it happens away from home, or here in Milwaukee
with incoming ambassadors and our very own club members. Please give it some thought and find the ways you can find new
special connections. We can change the world one friend at a time.
Many thanks to all who organized and participated in our July membership event, and the successful September Inbound
Global Journey which highlighted many of the things that are “the best of Milwaukee".
Looking ahead, read about the marvelous plans for the Mexico outbound in January.
I look forward to seeing you on November 5th for our Annual Meeting! Bring your friends!

Calendar of Events
2017

If you have not already
paid your dues, kindly do
so today. Fill out the form
on the last newsletter page
and send remittance to
Dale Harmelink at 2911
West Bradley Rd., River
Hills, WI 53217-2052.
It requires a lot of time
and effort to make numerous phone calls to individual
members to remind them. So please take care of
business and save the day!

11/02 ..................... FFGM Book Club
11/05 ..................... Annual Dinner
12/04 ..................... Board Meeting
12/05 ..................... 5th at 5, Harmelinks

2018

01/04 ..................... Book Club
01/18-02/07 ........... FF-Mexico City and Tuxtla Gutierrez,
Mexico, Outbound
TBD ....................... Santa Barbara, Outbound
04/16-20 ................ Dayton, OH, Outbound
4/20-22 .................. Super Regional Conference, OH
07/TBD .................. Clearwater, FL, Inbound
09/TBD .................. Alajuela, Costa Rica, Inbound
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Fifth at Five Events
th

Nov. 5
Annual Meeting will take place instead.
th
Dec. 5
Sara & Dale Harmelink
2018
Volunteers are needed. It is an easy activity to arrange so why not
volunteer to plan one? Consider a plan with another member. Choose your home or a
local place to bring members together for a fun evening. If interested, contact Dale Harmelink at 414-355-4676 or dalelink627@gmail.com.

Grant Park visited Sept. 5th at 5,
Members enjoyed a guided walk following the trail on the historic 7 bridges. After the walk
everyone enjoyed hors d'oeuvres and beverages in the beautiful area with a view of Lake Michigan. Thanks to Richard Thinness and Al and Pat Forsythe.

FFGM Book Club

Mexico Journey

The fourth FFGM Book Club will meet on Thursday,
Nov. 2, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Mary Goeks
located at W160 N129 Hilbert Ave. in Cedarburg.
The book is The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah. It is
the story of two sisters in France during WWII and how
they struggle to survive and resist the German occupation. Looking ahead to January... Carol White will host
the FFGM Book Club at her home, 901 W. Glen River
Rd., in Glendale.
The featured book, The Shoemaker's Wife, by Adriana Trigiani, is a multi-generational family saga that
spans two continents, (Italy and the USA). The date
is Thursday, Jan. 4, 2018 at 1:30 p.m.
A busy time of the year is coming up, so start reading now! Kindly R.S.V.P. to the person hosting.

FFGM is going to Mexico!

Members, Gary, (with
stinger), Carol & Mary Sue

Jan. 18 – 25:
Jan.25 – Feb.1:
Feb. 1 – 7:

Tuxtla-Gutierrez
Mexico City
Yucatan
Come along and get out of the cold! We will be in
Tuxtla-Gutierrez for the Fiesta Grande de Parachicos which is on
the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List. In both of these
cities we will visit the renowned National Anthropology Museum,
the Xochimilco floating gardens, and Teotihuacan pyramids. In
both these cities we will be home-hosted by FF clubs.
The Yucatan peninsula extension is not the Cancun beach
experience. We will visit three UNESCO World Heritage sites:
Chichen Itza, Uxmal, and Campeche. At Chichen Itza we will see
the Sound and Light Show. Other Mayan sites to be visited
include Ek Balam and Kabah. Based in Merida, we will travel to
Rio Lagartas to view the flamingoes, swim in cenotes, and visit the
golden city of Izamal. Contact Donna Baldwin-Haut
(djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net) or Ann Line (linerusy@yahoo.com),
Journey Coordinators, to learn more about this exciting winter 2018
Mexican journey.

Gary Drescher, Carol Loomis, & Marisue Zillig competed with 12 teams in a fund
raiser for the Adult Literacy Center of Ozaukee County in Sept. Unfortunately; half of
the teams including FFGM were eliminated during the 2nd round. The FF team was
sponsored by Sommer’s Motors of Mequon. The bee was on the up-and-up, proven by
a judge refusing a $20 bribe from an FFGM participant. The audience, judges, and
spellers had a fun evening and raised about $11,000 for literacy. Try your spelling
knowledge on these words: daguerreotype and solipsist Yikes!!
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FFGM hosted five Ukrainian Open World delegates and a
facilitator Oct. 13-21: Victoriia Herasymchuk, Svitlana Mykolaivna Ivanova, Anna Yriivna Kynal, Tetiana Mykolaivna Nedopokina, Nataliia Valeriivna Nefodova, and facilitator
Oleksandra Mushkudiani. The program featuring this theme
was “Improved English Education in Secondary Schools”.
The week began with a guided tour of Chicago. The next free day offered various options such
as theater at the Sunset Playhouse; Cedarburg’s Oktoberfest and/or their Covered Bridge Art
Studio Tour; or the China Lights Exhibit at Boerner Botanical Gardens.
A trip to Madison included visits to WI Dept. of Public Instruction and the State Capitol to meet
with Supreme Court Justice Shirley Abrahamson.
The next day included a visit to the CESA #1 Office, a lunch and discussion with the
Thiensville-Mequon Rotary Club and ended with an informal discussion at the Adult Literacy Center of Ozaukee County in Grafton.
The group went to UWM to see classes. Education institution visits included Washington HS,
Wauwatosa East HS, and Cardinal Stritch University to learn and/or observe ESL programs. A
bilingual program was seen at Kagel Elementary School.
Some social activities, meeting legislators and a final wrap-up ended an intensive program coordinated through the efforts of Mary Hauser and Bob Blazich. Home Hosts included Beth and
Peter Kealy, Mary Goeks, Doris Mueller and a farewell reception hosted by Sara and Dale Harmelink. Thanks to all for the successful 2017 Open World program!

Nataliia thanks Adult Literacy
Center Board president
Linda Borkenhagen
With Thiensville-Mequon
Rotary Club president

Oleksandra, Victoriia, Anna,
Svitlana, Nataliia and Tetiana

Delegates visit Paul Kubala
Art Studio

Driver Jordan Houpt & Oleksandra
Fun at Suburban Harley-Davidson
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FFI WORLD CONFERENCE

REGIONAL
CONFERENCE

The 40th Friendship Force World
Conference was held
in Manchester, England in late August.
It was a walk
down memory lane
as we heard about
the very first exchange between
Atlanta and Newcastle, UK.
Huge gala event held in
On July 4, 1977,
the hangar with the
381
ambassadors
famous Concorde.
from Newcastle took
a charter jet to Atlanta, were greeted by local
dignitaries and welcomed with much joy and
celebration. The next day a charter jet took
381 people from Atlanta to Newcastle and at
their arrival similar festivities transpired. This
exchange lasted 10 days. With the encouragement of President Jimmy Carter, Wayne
Smith, FFI President and founder finally saw
the long journey begin. His goal to promote
new friendships between other cultures to
promote world peace had begun!
The celebration in Manchester this year
included an opening session with Wayne
Smith’s daughter, Suzy Smith Bennett, as
speaker. There was a 70’s costume party
including disco dancing.
We arrived for one session and found an
African drum on our chairs. Three African
drummers led us in a series of rhythms, divided us into groups and we all communicated
through the pulse of the rhythm. No language
was needed.
The inspiring speakers were FF President,
Jerimi Snook, adventurer, Benedict Allen and
actress, Stephanie Powers.

GREAT LAKES-MIDWEST-SOUTHWEST
APRIL 20-22, 2018
RADISSON HOTEL CINCINNATI RIVERFRONT
668 W. 5th Street, Covington, KY 41011
Please join the Friendship Force of Greater Cincinnati
for the Great Lakes 2018 Super Conference. Arrive Friday
afternoon for the Executive Board meeting and Meet &
Greet. Attend several sessions to expand your understanding of Friendship Force and make or renew friendships with other attendees. Enjoy the grand Farewell
Brunch which will end the conference.
Why would you be interested in attending? This is a
great chance to reconnect with ambassadors you have
known through our own inbound and outbound journeys.
We can expand our horizons by meeting new interesting people. Many ideas will be shared and we can come
away knowing more about how we can enjoy our membership in FF by putting good ideas to work.
Dayton and Louisville will have home hosting before
the conference. Cincinnati is planning home hosting after.
Cincinnati was once called the “Queen City of the West.”
Come and see all the special attractions in both Cincinnati, Ohio and Covington, Kentucky.
More details will follow in the next newsletter

Dayton
Dayton Pre-Conference Journey
April 16-20, 2017
Visit the Birthplace of Aviation and
Renew Friendships!
Before the Regional Conference April 20-22 in Cincinnati, FF Dayton is holding a
4-day pre-conference journey
and is opening this journey
first to FFGM. There will be two days of activities
including Orville Wright’s home, Wright Patterson Air
Force Base Museum and the Dayton Aviation Heritage
Park where the Wright brothers practiced. Whether or
not you plan to attend the Regional Conference in
Cincinnati, this will be a great short get-away. If you are
interested or have questions, contact Rosie Haas,
414-259-1747, rmhaas1@gmail.com

Notable Quote
“Perhaps travel cannot prevent bigotry,
but by demonstrating that all people
cry, laugh, eat, worry, and die, it can
introduce the idea that if we try and
understand each other, we may even
become friends.”
~Maya Angelou

4

Exploring the Art, Culture and Food of the Midwest
The September inbound journey was a total success. The comments from the ambassadors were that they enjoyed
all of the fun and interesting activities related to the theme and they appreciated that we kept the journey at a reasonable price. They were impressed that so many of our club members were involved,
including new members. The ambassadors learned a number of things from our club that they will take
back to their clubs.
The success of the journey was due to a number of people.
Host Families: Barrett, Best/Martinez, Birschel, Blazich, Czukas, Forsythe, Geck, Goeks, Haut,
Kelley, Lee/Willing, Mahkorn, Mitchell, and Small.
Dinner Hosts: DeRoche, Harmelink, Hauser, Hester, Kalan, Krupa, Lerand, Reischl, Stelzer, and Vogel.
Journey Committee: Bley, Buchel, Drescher, Harmelink, Kalan, Mitchell, and Pack.

Thanks for your hard work!

Journey Coordinators: Dave Kalan and Sue Pack
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FFGM Executive and Operating Board
President ...............................................
Vice-President .........................................
Secretary ...............................................
Treasurer ................................................
Ex-President ............................................
Activities Co-Chairpersons .......................
Public Relations .......................................
Communications .....................................
Fundraising .............................................
th

5 at 5 Events .........................................
Community Outreach ...............................
Archivist .................................................
FFGM Store ............................................

Sara Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. hlinkds@gmail.com
Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com
Dee Birschel ................ 414-476-5971 ............. deeb@wi.rr.com
Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. dalelink627@gmail.com
Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com
Mary Hauser ................ 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net
Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com
Mary Goeks ................. 262-377-7566 ............. mgoeks@gmail.com
Doris Mueller .............. 414-778-1108 ............. calldmm@gmail.com
Ed Kelley ..................... 262-375-1616 ............. edkelley88@gmail.com
Donna Baldwin-Haut ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net
Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. dalelink627@gmail.com
Sue Pack...................... 414-351-5572 ............. spack@wi.rr.com
Anne Szcygiel .............. 414-421-9053 ............. als@wi.rr.com
Charlotte Button ......... 262-835-4124 ............. ca_b@msn.com
AMBASSADOR AND HOST COORDINATORS

FF-Sunshine Coast, FL, Domestic, 2017
Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com
Florianopolis, Brazil, Outbound, 2017 ..... Dale Harmelink ............ 414-355-4676 ............. dalelink627@gmail.com
Joe Geck...................... 262-542-2960 ............. geckj@icloud.com
Dayton, Inbound, 2017 ............................ Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com
Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com
Global Themed Program, Inbound, 2017 ... Sue Pack...................... 414-351-5572 ............. spack@wi.rr.com
Dave Kalan .................. 414-766-6056 ............. davekalan@sbcglobal.net
Open World, 2017 ................................... Mary Hauser ................ 414-466-5688 ............. mhauser2012@att.net
Bob Blazich ................. 262-242-4653 ............. rblazich@gmail.com
Mexico, Outbound, 2018 ......................... Ann Line ...................... 262-784-3085 ............. linerusy@yahoo.com
Donna Baldwin-Haut ... 414-550-4450 ............. djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net
Alajuela, Costa Rica. Inbound, 2018 ......... Rosie Haas................... 414-259-1747 ............. rmhaas1@gmail.com
Co-HC TBD
English Language, inbound, 2019
Gary Drescher ............. 414-489-7769 ............. gdrescher2001@yahoo.com
WEBSITES & CONTACT INFORMATION
Midwest Regional FFI Rep. ....................... Adrienne Moen ........... .................................. adriennemoen@gmail.com
Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee Websites: ........................ .................................. www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org
(Also under Wisconsin clubs on FFI website) .... www.friendshipforce.org
FFGM on Facebook .................................. ................................... .................................. www.fb.me/joinFFGM
Friendship Force International .............. 1-800-554-6715 ......... .................................. FFl@thefriendshipforce.org
FFI website ............................................. www.friendshipforce.org ............................... FAX 1-404-688-6148
FFI NEW mailing address ......................... 400 W. Peachtree St. NW, Suite 4-980, Atlanta, GA 30308

The 2018 FFGM Directory will have a
new look! Please email or mail a
good quality head shot, (or a
couple), to Dale Harmelink. The
file should be at least 100 KB or
more if it is a jpeg file. Send to Dale at
dalelink627@gmail.com or
Dale Harmelink, 2911 West Bradley Rd.,
River Hills, WI 53217-2052.
Dale will also be taking photos at
the Annual Dinner Meeting.

Through the International Institute of Wisconsin,
FFGM occasionally participates in hosting a dinner for
visiting foreign leaders. Members, Bill and Carol
Lerand, recently hosted such a dinner. Guests were
here to study either NGOs or Civic Activism. Well
Done!
The Friendship Force Newsletter
A bi-monthly publication of FFGM
Editor & E-newsletter: Doris Mueller
Proofreader: Dave Kalan
USPS Mailing – Joe Geck
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Membership
Please welcome our newest members and update your directory.

Payne, Sherry
5719 N Witte
Milwaukee, WI 53209
414-217-9180
siampayne@hotmail.com

Ziebell, Janice
N25W26343 Foxcroft Ct.
Pewaukee, WI 53072
262-844-5925
jz7490726@gmail.com
bruce.jan.ziebell@prodigy.net

Schober, Lorelei
1341 Windsor Cir.
Watertown, WI 53098
920-206-6601
no email

Update:
Lerand, Bill
new email: blerand49@gmail.com
Morris, Karen
new email: pwmorris76@gmail.com

FFGM Candidate’s Bios
Make your reservation for the Annual Meeting. We will
be voting for Secretary and Treasurer. No Packer
game so you won’t want to miss this festive annual
event.
With a Music Education Degree from the University of Michigan and an Accounting Degree
from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Dale spent several years teaching Accounting at a
Milwaukee Junior College. While teaching, Dale advanced his credentials by becoming a Certified
Public Accountant.
In 1989, he started his own Public Accounting Firm and specialized in small business accounting.
After twenty seven years of helping small business owners, he retired in 2015. Dale has been
active in FFGM for twelve years and is currently completing his tenth year as treasurer of FFGM.

Louise Cieslak retired from a successful career in retail management with the Children's Place
nearly 20 years ago. Prior to that she was an independent consultant and top regional sales member within the Princess House. Since that time she has traveled many states and countries including France, China and most recently Poland.
She has been an active member and membership director the past 5 years for Polanski which
is a women's polish cultural heritage group. Volunteer work includes Polish Fest and Holiday Folk
Fair. Based on her love of travel she joined Friendship Force with her husband Paul 5 years ago.
She has enjoyed the relationships made and has hosted many dinners and guests from Guadalupe, Montreal, Mexico City and Turkey. It is her love of learning about other cultures that she
appreciates being a nominee for the FFGM secretary.
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Oh, do wear
your name
badge!

WE WANT YOU!!!
Join us at the
Annual Dinner Meeting
2:00 p.m., Sunday, November 5
North Star Bistro
19115 W. Capitol Dr., #100

Brookfield, WI 53045
We hope to see ALL of our members at the FFGM annual meeting, (No Packer
game excuse: they play on Monday November 6). Join us to wrap-up the year, to
learn what is in store for our club in 2018, to elect officers, and to share stories about
our successful FFGM journeys and group activities and events.
For only $25 per person, choose one of these delicious entrees. Included in the
price are non-alcoholic beverages and dessert.
 ALMOND CRUSTED WHITEFISH: red pepper coulis, apple slaw, basmati rice,
sautéed spinach
 BACON-WRAPPED MEATLOAF: cognac sauce, white cheddar mashed potatoes, seasonal vegetables
 CHICKEN AND MUSHROOM RISOTTO: crispy parmesan crusted chicken, truffled arugula, tomato relish

Select one from the mouth-watering menu choices below and send it with
your check for $25.00 to Mary Hauser, 10131 W. Nash St. Wauwatosa WI 53222.
PLEASE respond by October 28!!!

Reservation – Please honor the deadline.
Name(s)
____________
Enclosed total for

________________
reservations at @ 25.00 __

_________

Select your choice(s):
Whitefish

Meatloaf
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Chicken Risotto

The Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee
Sara Harmelink, President
2911 W. Bradley Rd.
River Hills, WI 53217-2052
If undeliverable, return to sender

Send in your photo for the
2018
Directory
and please
Driver
or day host.
pay your 2018 dues.

Details on page 5
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF GREATER MILWAUKEE – 2018 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Last Name ___________________________________ First____________________ Spouse
Street___________________________________ City_____________________ State ___ Zip __________
Home Phone____________ _Cell Phone ______
Is any of your information new?

Alternate Work Phone ________________

Yes E-mail

Please circle any of the following that you use: FFGM website Facebook LinkedIn Twitter Texting Skype WebX
Age range: (Spouses can average their ages) Under 36 ____Age 36-50 ____ Age 51-65 _____ Age 65 + __________
I am interested in: Home Hosting ____ Day Hosting ____ Dinner Hosting (# of guests) ______ FFGM Facebook________
Fund Raising

Host or Ambassador Coordinator ____ Website _____Activities ____ Driving _ _ (Have a Van) ______

Special Events ____ Outreach/speaker ____ Public Relations ___ Desktop Publishing ___ Musical instrument/singing
Language(s) _____________________________ Very Little ____ Good ___ Fluent ____
Referral source: friend/neighbor__________________________________ website ____media _____ other ______ ____ ____ _ ___
Current or former vocation
Membership:

Single ($35) _______ Family ($65)

Check one: New Member

Renewal

Make dues check payable to:

________

Hardcopy Newsletter ($10)

________

Total Enclosed

_______

Total amount enclosed

Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee (or FFGM)

Send completed application to: FFGM c/o Dale Harmelink,
2911 West Bradley Rd., River Hills, WI 53217-2052

