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President’s Message
As your new president and in my first letter to you, I would like to tell you that I will try my best
to serve the members of FFGM. I’d like you to help me, too. No one person can or should do it all.
We are in this together.
How can you help? There are many ways, but what I wish to focus
on initially is INVOLVEMENT. Involvement can mean many things
and can be shown in various levels and degrees of commitment.
Long-Time Members: You are a valued part of FFGM. Thank you
for your involvement over the years. Most of you are still in there
giving whenever needed. If it has been awhile, why not get reinvolved? Your contribution is needed and wanted.
New Members: Fresh blood can bring new ideas and energy to an
organization. Your involvement is welcome and encouraged. Don’t wait to be asked. Offer to help,
serve on a committee, home host or day host, and come to Book Club or 5th at 5. Everyone has
contacts or skills to offer.
We can all help. You may wish to ask yourself: How did I participate this past year? How
would I like to participate this coming year? Serve on a committee, be mentored to become a JC
(Journey Coordinator), contribute ideas for new activities, spearhead a themed exchange?
So don’t walk in the other direction when you see me coming. I have a
FFGM Member Directory! Please contact me. I am ready to listen.
Looking ahead: Book Club in January, Chinese Cooking Class in February, and Celtic Voices in March are several of exciting options. Consult the
FFGM calendar. Keep the newsletter handy. Jot down FFGM events on
your calendar.
Opportunities abound for you to get involved in FFGM in 2019. May we
experience a wonderful new year of FF activities and friendship.
Ann Line President

Calendar of Events
2019
02/02.................... Chinese Cooking Demo, Hui’s Restaurant
02/04.................... Board Meeting
02/15.................... Open Door Service Project (see article)
02/21-03/08 ......... FFI Cruise
03/02.................... Celtic Nights event
04/01.................... Board Meeting
04/06-12 .............. Tallahassee, FL, Outbound
06/03.................... Board Meeting
06/07-15 .............. Open World, Inbound
08/05.................... Board Meeting
07/17-23 .............. English Language Practicing. (Japan), Inbound
07/23-25 .............. FFI World Conference, Boulder, CO
With 2 day tour option afterwards
09/04-11 .............. FF-Montreal, Canada, Outbound
10/7...................... Board Meeting
12/2...................... Board Meeting

Congratulations
New FFGM Officers

President: Ann Line
Co-Vice Presidents: Bob and Nancy Mitchell
Assistant Treasurer: Dorothy Krupa
New Archivist
Rosie Haas will be the new FFGM archivist. This office involves keeping an inventory of official and legal
papers and electronic records of the club.
Thank you Ann Szcygiel for serving in the past. Good
luck in future endeavors.

Minutes of the FFGM Annual Meeting, Nov. 4, 2018
WELCOME: President Sara Harmelink called the meeting to order and welcomed members including returning
members, new members, and guests. She stated that Barbara Geck is the new Fifth at Five Coordinator and will also be
hosting the December Fifth at Five. Sara also shared that member Mary Hauser was hospitalized after a traffic accident.
Everyone present signed a card wishing her the best in recovery.
WAYNE SMITH AWARD: Sara presented Donna Baldwin-Haut with the Wayne Smith Award acknowledging her
many years of exceptional commitment to FFGM and FFI. A $500 donation to the FFI Legacy Fund will be made to
honor the occasion.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Dale Harmelink presented the report. At this time we have about $7000 of income and
just slightly less in expenses for the year. We have an excess of income or profit at $38.78.
The Restricted Fund is about $18,000. That is made up of Special Restricted Funds of about $6,000 and General
Restricted Funds of approximately $10,000 book or $12,000 market.
Our Exchange Fund is a fund that is intended to remain at $2000 and the funds coming in are used to pay out for
journeys. At present, the balance is approximately $7,000. We have had five journeys, two were outbound and three
were inbound. The five journeys have brought in about $40,000. By year end we should be paying out that same
$40,000. To date we have paid out about $35,000 leaving us a current balance of$7,000. $5,000 will be a payout for
journeys and $2,000 will remain as the account balance.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Dave Kalan, nominating committee chairperson, presented Nancy Mitchell and Bob
Mitchell as Co-Vice Presidents, Ann Line as President and Dorothy Krupa as Assistant Treasurer. There were no nominations from the floor. MOTION was made by Anne Lee and duly seconded to accept the slate presented. Motion carried
unanimously.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Sara Harmelink noted that 2018 was a busy year with outbound journeys to Tuxtla
Gutierrez and Mexico City, Mexico and a November outbound to Santa Barbara, CA. We had inbounds from Suncoast
Florida and Alajuela, Costa Rica and Rumsfeld Foundation delegates from Central Asian nations, bi-monthly book club
meetings, monthly Fifth at Five social events and several other local cultural activities. She thanked all the members
who stepped up as journey coordinators and also those who worked on committees and hosted. She also thanked Board
members, activity committees, Doris Mueller for newsletter and emails, hosts for Fifth at Five and many other volunteers
who help the club run smoothly. Sara said she was lucky and honored to have served as president and learned very
much. She then said thank you and goodbye as president.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS 2018: Donna Haut described the highlights of the Tuxtla Gutierrez, Mexico City trip. The
Museum of Anthropology, joys of traffic, the days of Festivals and the costumes in parades exceeded expectations. A
donation was made to the Emergency Clinic in Tuxtla.
Ann Line and Cris Reischl reported that Inbound Sun Coast, Florida had a great time touring Milwaukee and enjoyed their time with home hosts.
Rosie Haas and Nancy Rubly reported eight ambassadors from Alajuela, Costa Rica had a wonderful time touring
the Oneida Indian Reservation, Lambeau Field, Paine Museum in Oshkosh, and a Racine venue including visiting a
home designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and a tasting of Danish Kringles at a local bakery. FFGM was invited to Alajuela,
Costa Rica by our visitors.
THE RUMSFELD FOUNDATION: Six Ambassadors were hosted. Their purpose is World Peace and Economic
Development.
2019 JOURNEYS: Outbound Tallahassee, Florida, April 6-12, Coordinators: Nancy Mitchell and Rosie Haas. Inbound Japan ESL, July 17-23. Coordinators are Gary Drescher and Joe Geck. They are expecting 15-18 adults. Gary
asked for committee help and home hosts. FF World Conference will be in Boulder, Colorado, July 23-25 with possible
two day extension. Dorothy Kelly is the Outbound Coordinator for Montreal, Canada, September 4-11. An extension is
planned to Quebec City.
MUSIC INTERTAINMENT: The Easy Days Barbershop Quartet completed an afternoon enjoyed by all.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted, Louise Cieslak, Secretary

Chinese Cooking Demo
How about celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day early?
The FFGM Activities Committee has
18 tickets set aside for our members to
attend a performance of Celtic Nights
on March 2 at 7:30 p.m. at the South
Milwaukee Performing Arts Center.
The tickets are $30 each all taxes included.
Please make out your check to FFGM and send it to
Cris Reischl at 7163 Horizon Dr., Greendale, WI
53129. Her email is creischl@hotmail.com Cris
needs to receive your check by Jan. 4 because the
South Milwaukee PAC will only hold the block of
limited number of tickets until then.
An early optional dinner together may be scheduled if enough interest warrants it. Make out your
check and mail it ASAP.
Celtic Nights: Oceans of Hope is a story of the
Irish told in song, music, dance, and narration. It
presents its story of crossing oceans in hopes of
freedom. ‘The Epic journeys of our Ancestors’ This
new production of Celtic Nights-Oceans of Hope
captures the very essence of who we are, where we
came from, the dreams of a better place, liberty,
Freedom and above all … family. It's the story of
America, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand. It's the
story of people.
Take a look at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXYpKYDSavl
for more information.

Open Door Café Service
The 2019 dates for serving at the Open
Door Café are Apr.15, Feb 15, Apr 26, Jun 28,
Aug 30, Oct 25, and Dec 27. To volunteer,
contact Sue Pack at 414-351-5572 or
spack@wi.rr.com

Lost Coat
A rain coat belonging to Mary Goeks was taken by
mistake on Nov. 4th at the Annual Meeting/Dinner at
Klemmer’s Banquet Hall. It is black, size 10-12 and has a
Land’s End label. Please check if you may have taken it
in error. Contact Mary at 262-377-7566.

Saturday, Feb. 2, 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Couldn’t make it to the Indian Cooking
Demo in October? FFGM has organized another cooking demo, but Chinese this time for
Chinese New Year.
It will be done by Rose
Hui at Hui’s Restaurant at
8820 W. North Avenue in
Wauwatosa.
Cost is $15 for a full Chinese meal. Please make out your check to
FFGM and mail it to Ann Line at 165 N.
Elmridge Avenue Brookfield, Wi 53005.
There is a maximum of 12 spots. Send in
your check right away so you won’t be disappointed. First come, first served!

Japanese Inbound
English-Practicing Program
After spending 7 days with the Northern Illinois FF
club, 20 Japanese ambassadors will transfer to our club
and continue practicing their English skills here, July 1723. Our Program: We will visit cultural, educational, and
recreational (fun) sites around town as we do with all of
our inbound exchanges, but with each activity, we will
assign small groups of ambassadors some questions, and
the groups will describe their findings to the entire group
after the event. We will try to avoid grammar lectures as
much as possible. Our goal is to get our visitors to talk.
We’ll also ask the ambassadors to plan a short talk and
demonstration concerning Japanese culture and present
their demonstrations to the group, including FFGM members. Perhaps we’ll see demonstrations about origami,
sumo wrestling (via photos), care of bonsai trees, flower
arranging, or a tea ceremony.
Our club’s needs: Our planning committee could use
a few more people. We certainly need many home hosts.
We also need day hosts, drivers, and members willing to
escort a small group and to answer their general questions (e.g., “What is that object called?”). This exchange
will definitely be a cultural exchange. Contact Gary
Drescher or Joe Geck with questions or about volunteering to help with one of our committee’s needs. JC: Gary:
414-489-7769, gdrescher2001@yahoo.com and Joe
Geck: 262-542-2960, geckj@icloud.com

Open World, Jun. 7-15
This year FFGM will again
be hosting Open World. Theme
is Infrastructure Development.
Bob Blazich will be the Host
Coordinator: The visiting group will include five participants, one facilitator, and one interpreter. Since this is in
the early planning stage, watch the future issues for more
details. If you have any questions, contact Bob at 262242-4653 or rblazich@gmail.com.

Words from Nancy Rubly
Her shared experience was missed in the last issue but here she
tells you how gratifying being a host coordinator can be. Well done!

I am a new member to this club and this was the first
time I participated as co-host coordinator for an incoming
Costa Rica group. My appreciation for all of the people
that make this happen for every incoming group went up
200%.
It is a beautiful outreach program that has the ability
to enrich all of our lives. It is the gradual accumulation of
shared experiences that builds the bonds of friendship.
Everyone on the committee did their part to make this a
great “stay-cation” for the club members and a great
introduction to the best of Milwaukee.
We took a risk when planning the trip to Green Bay
and Oshkosh but I think it payed off. I thought the variety
of experiences from the Oneida Nation to Lambeau Field
then the Paine Museum gave us plenty to think about and
enjoy. I had no idea there is a Buffalo Herd in Wisconsin.
As a Frank Lloyd Wright fan, I really appreciated the rare
visit to the Hardy House in Racine. I think some of us are
still looking for one last painting at the Grohmann Museum to complete the scavenger hunt.
Thank you Home Hosts, Dinner Hosts, Committee
People, Translators, Tour Guides, and Co-HC, Rosie for
making this week happen.

Tallahassee, FL, Apr. 06-12
After a long, dark and cold Wisconsin winter, join us
for a breath of early spring with
blooming flowers and beautiful
greenery!
The Friendship Force Tallahassee hosts are eager to show us the highlights of
their area including their early heritage and especially
there flora and fauna.
Cost for the week should be under $400, plus airfare.
We will be opening this journey to other clubs the end of
December. SIGN UP NOW! Send your application and
$50 deposit to Rosie Haas, 11120 W Gilbert Ave, Unit J,
Wauwatosa, WI 53226. Questions: contact Rosie Haas at
rmhaas1@gmail.com or 414-259-1747 or Nancy Mitchell
at rjmitch@execpc.com or 262-646-2842.

Montreal, Outbound
Sept. 04-11
Plans are underway. Friendship Force of Greater
Milwaukee is going to Montreal with an extension to
Quebec City, September 11-14. Contact JC, Dorothy
Kelley at dorothykelley60@gmail.com or call 414-5730107 if you have questions.

You Are In Pictures!
If you have not looked at the FFGM website
lately, take a few minutes to view the additions.
On the Gallery page, Russ Hum has featured
several of our events and journeys. You can
also click on the Facebook link where you’ll find
many albums of some of our journeys. You
need to log into Facebook but having an account helps you keep in touch with FF updates.
See many of the friends you have met while in
Friendship Force.

MESSAGE FROM IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT SARA HARMELINK
Now that 2018 has drawn to a close, it is time for me to reminisce about my time as FFGM president for the past two
years. It was a fascinating experience and I feel very grateful that I had the opportunity to serve FFGM in this capacity. It
has been rewarding to watch this club obtain so many new members and to see the increase in involvement by all
members. My thanks to all FFGM members for your enthusiasm in carrying on our mission of “bringing people together
in friendship across the barriers that separate people through sharing on a personal level.” The leadership of the board
members, and all others who helped with our various activities and journeys was truly inspiring.
Thank you to Ann Line for taking over as our new president. We look forward to exciting times under your leadership, Ann!

Fifth at Five Events
Recent 5th at 5 events were attended by a great group of members, newcomers and lots
of guests. What a great opportunity to meet your friends and to get acquainted with FFGM.
Members, Paul and Louise Cieslak, hosted in November for a great evening of delicious
food and much socializing to see new members and old friends, including Doris Small and
Jim & Dolores Cornwall.

Volunteer Hosts needed for Fifth at Five events.
This is an easy activity to arrange, so start here as a volunteer. Plan it with another member if
you wish. Choose either your home or a local place to bring members together for a fun evening.
If interested, contact Barbara Geck at geckj@icloud.com or 262-542-2960. Become one of the
future volunteers. Here are the next events:
Jan. 5th at 5 ...

Michelle & Norm Humitz
3811 Turnwood Dr., Richfield, WI 53076.
Call 414-379-6889 if you need directions.

Choose a date and sign up now for future events
Feb. 5th at 5
Mar. 5th at 5
Apr. 5th at 5
May 5th at 5
Jun. 5th at 5
Jul. 5th at 5

Open
Barbara Barrett
Open
Open
Nancy/Bob Mitchell
Open

Aug. 5th at 5
Sept. 5th at 5
Oct. 5th at 5
Nov. 5th at 5
Dec. 5th at 5

Joe/Barbara Geck
Open
Open
Open
Open

Fun Indian Cooking Demo
On October 29 ten hungry FFGM members enjoyed a five course Indian meal prepared by Susan
Pack and assisted by Dave Kalan. That Mango Lassi was delicious!

Book Club - 2019
The Jan. 3 meeting will be held at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Mary Hauser
located at 10131 W. Nash Avenue in Wauwatosa. R.S.V.P. to Mary at
mhauser2012@att.net or 414-466-5688.
The FFGM Book Club welcomes all book lovers to join us in reading
about other cultures and countries.
It is hoped that you are able to attend as many book discussions as possible, but do not worry if you have to miss a meeting. Come when you can!
We meet the first Thursday of every other month at 1:30 p.m. Come learn,
discuss, and get to know your fellow FFGM members better.
Here are the books that have been chosen to be read in 2019:
Jan. 3:
Mar. 7:
May 2:
Jul. 11:
Sept. 5:
Nov.7:

The Latehomecomer (Laos) by Kao Kalia Yang
The Wandering Falcon (Pakistan/Afghanistan) by Jamil Ahmad
Cry the Beloved Country (South Africa) by Alan Paton
Bury Your Dead (Quebec, Canada) by Louise Penny and The Hockey
Sweater (Quebec) by Roch Carrier
Beneath the Scarlet Sky (Italy) by Mark T. Sullivan
The Tiger’s Wife (The Balkans) by Tea Obreht

Thinking of you
Mary Hauser is recovering after being hit by
a car in November. Everyone wishes for her
speedy recovering after having surgery.
Send any get well cards her address at
10131 W. Nash Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53222.
The Friendship Force Newsletter
A bi-monthly publication of FFGM
Editor & E-newsletter: Doris Mueller
Proofreader: Dave Kalan
USPS Mailing – Joe and Barbara Geck

Wayne Smith Award
At our November Annual Meeting, Donna
Baldwin-Haut was honored with the Wayne
Smith Award for her many hours and efforts as
a FFGM leader.
The FFGM board has now recognized the
following persons with this award: Dave Kalan,
Mary Goeks, Doris Mueller and Donna BaldwinHaut for their outstanding service to the organization.

Santa Barbara, CA, Recalled

FFGM Executive and Operating Board
President ...................................................... Ann Line ......................... 262-784-3085 ................ linerusy@yahoo.com
Co-Vice-President........................................... Bob ‘Mitch’ & Nancy Mitchell 262-646-2842 ........... rjmitch@execpc.com
Secretary ..................................................... Louise Cieslak ................. 414-418-4541 ................ lamck58@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer ....................................................... Dale Harmelink ............... 414-355-4676 ................ dalelink627@gmail.com
Interim Assistant Treasurer ............................. Dorothy Krupa ................ 262-894-7076 ................ dorothykrupa@me.com
Ex-President .................................................. Sara Harmelink ................ 414-355-4676 ................ hlinkds@gmail.com
Activities Co-Chairpersons .............................. Mary Hauser ................... 414-466-5688 ................ mhauser2012@att.net
Ann Line ......................... 262-784-3085 ................ linerusy@yahoo.com
Leadership Development ................................ Dave Kalan ...................... 414-766-6056 ................ dakalan@yahoo.com
Public Relations ............................................. Chris Vogel .................... 414-257-2982 ................ cvogel@wi.rr.com
Communications ............................................ Doris Mueller .................. 414-778-1108 ................ calldmm@gmail.com
Fundraising .................................................... Ed Kelley......................... 262-375-1616 ................ edkelley88@gmail.com
Donna Baldwin-Haut ....... 414-550-4450 ................ djhaut2006@sbcglobal.net
5 th at 5 Events ................................................ Barbara Geck ................. 262-542-2960 ................ geckj@icloud.com
Community Outreach ...................................... Sue Pack ......................... 414-351-5572 ................ spack@wi.rr.com
Archivist ....................................................... Rosie Hass ..................... 414-259-1747 ................ rmhaas1@gmail.com
FFGM Store ................................................... Charlotte Button ............. 262-835-4124 ................ ca_b@msn.com
AMBASSADOR AND HOST COORDINATORS, HC = HOST COORDINATOR, AC = AMBASSADOR COORDINATOR
Tallahassee, FL, Outbound .............................. JC Rosie Hass .................
JC Nancy Mitchell ...........
Montreal, Canada, Outbound .......................... JC Dorothy Kelley ............
English Language, Inbound ............................. HC Gary Drescher ...........
HC Joe Geck ...................
Open World, Inbound ..................................... HC Bob Blazich ...............

414-259-1747 ................ rmhaas1@gmail.com
262-646-2842 ................ rjmitch@execpc.com
414-573-0107 ................ dorothykelley60@gmail.coml
414-489-7769 ................ gdrescher2001@yahoo.com
262-542-2960 ................ geckj@icloud.com
262-242-4653 ................ rblazich@gmail.com

WEBSITES & CONTACT INFORMATION
Midwest Regional FFI Rep. .............................. Dale Moore .................... ..................................... mooredale@imonmail.com
Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee Websites: ................................... ..................................... www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org
(Also under Wisconsin clubs on FFI website) ........... www.friendshipforce.org
FFGM on Facebook ......................................... ...................................... ..................................... www.fb.me/joinFFGM
Friendship Force International ..................... 1-800-554-6715 ............. ..................................... FFl@thefriendshipforce.org
FFI website ................................................... FAX 1-404-688-6148 ........ ..................................... www.friendshipforce.org
FFI NEW mailing address ................................ 400 W. Peachtree St. NW, Suite 4-980, Atlanta, GA 30308

Membership

A warm welcome to our newest members!

Schreier, Kathleen
6422 Powell Pl.
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
414-476-9759 (H) 414-510-6135 (C )
schreierkg@gmail.com

Travis, Mary Jo
4285 W College Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53221
414-554-9958
maryjotravis99@gmail.com

Shaw, Camille & John (Joe)
4906 W Washington Blvd.
Milwaukee, WI 53208
414-475-5124 (H) 414-510-6378 (C )
camilleshawski@gmail.com

Behling, JoAnne
6506 Washington Cir.
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
414-258-9061 (H) 414-617-1624 (C
jbehling14@wi.rr.com

Anderson, Gloria-Jeanne (Cookie)
138 W. Van Norman Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53207
414.481.9213 (C )
cookieanderson1@aol.com

Update:
Blazich, Bob & Jan
627 Lake Bluff Road
Thiensville, WI 53092
262-242-4653 (Bob), 262-242-6496 (Jan)
rblazich@gmail.com (B, Jblazich123@gmail.com (J)

Michel, Angela
2965 N. Bremen St.
Milwaukee, WI 53212
414-374-3548H) 414-430-6192 (C
amichel2@wi.rr.com

Morris, Karen
101 Walnut Cir, Grafton,, WI 53024
262-204-2187 (H) 262-416-7835 (C

The Friendship Force of Greater Milwaukee
Ann Line, President
165 N. Elmridge Ave.
Brookield, WI 53005
If undeliverable, return to sender

Experience Different Views Discover Common Ground
PHILOSOPHY: Every friendship formed across the barriers of nationality, language, religion or politics makes the world a
better place.
HISTORY: Founded in 1977 by Wayne Smith with US President Jimmy Carter. Honored with a Nobel Peace Prize nomination in 1992. Celebrating our 40th Anniversary in 2017.
WHAT: A non-profit cultural organization focused on promoting understanding, cultural education and citizen diplomacy
through homestay Journeys and personal friendships. Through these exciting personal encounters, strangers become
friends – and we know that by experiencing different views, you can discover common ground. Friendship Force International conducts over 300 programs every year, in over 350 communities throughout more than 60 countries.
Our programs bring diverse people together into each other’s cultures and homes to share one-of-a-kind experiences not
available to regular tourists. When you travel or host with the Friendship Force, you get to know real people by sharing real
life. Friendships are formed that often last a lifetime.
HOW: Our unique Friendship Force Journeys provide international travelers with opportunities to be hosted by local people,
and to be treated to a local experience in places around the world, seeing the world through other people’s eyes.
WHO: Friendship Force members are ordinary people like you, living all over the world, who are eager to welcome you into
their culture and their life, sharing insights and experiences that are not available to tourists. By sharing experiences, a
home, meals, and conversations, we believe we can reach a new level of understanding among the human family.

For details about joining Friendship Force, see our website at www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org

