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president’s message

With a new year about to start, how about making a res-
olution? Make 2025 the year you get a little more in-
volved in Friendship Force. Although everyone can’t trav-
el or host, everyone can do something.

FTT’s North America Conference, which brought about
200 people from throughout the U.S. and Canada and
two women from Chiapas, Mexico, took place in Mil-
waukee in early October. Seven FFGM
members were delegates, and sever-
al more volunteered. Besides a
chance to reconnect with people
I’ve met on journeys, I enjoyed
hearing how other clubs operate.
One speaker talked about how
important it 1s to get all members
of an FF club involved: “Every-
body can do — something! And
everyone should do something!”

Chris Vogel

So if you read in the newsletter that
we need a task done — or if you get a phone call asking
if you’d be willing to help with something — please think
seriously about helping out. The more you put into
Friendship Force, the more you’ll get out of it.

One fairly big job for someone with an accounting or
bookkeeping background, FFGM is looking for a new
treasurer. After five years on the job, Dorothy Krupa
would like to “retire.” Please let me know if you'd like to
see a description of the treasurer’s duties.

Another great session at the conference was about jour-
neys and coordinating both inbound and outbound jour-
neys. This kind of travel — where as members our mis-
sion 18 “breaking down the barriers that separate people”
— 1s at the heart of Friendship Force.

In 2025, you’ll have the opportunity to help plan an in-
bound journey from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, likely in late
summer or early fall, and an outbound journey to Baton
Rouge, La. We may also have an inbound journey from
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FOR ANNUAL MEETING

Mark your calendars for the FFGM Annual
Meeting / Luncheon Party on Sunday, Dec.15 at
the New Berlin Hills Golf Course, 13175 W.
Graham St. in New Berlin. The
social hour will begin at 11: 45
a.m., and lunch will be served at

12:30 p.m.

At the Annual Meeting, we'll
elect officers for 2025 and 2026.
The nominees are Dave Loosen
as President and Stephanie
Freier as Vice President. (See
biographies on page 6.)

Lunch will be a buffet with Ital-
1an marinated chicken, penne
pasta, mini-meatballs, Marinara
sauce, Alfredo sauce, green
beans, Caesar salad, and garlic
bread. We’ll have for dessert,
and coffee, tea, and hot choco-
late are included. Your price,
including gratuity, will be only '
$24 as FFGM is subsidizing part
of the cost. There will be a cash
bar at your expense.

Dave
Loosen

Stephanie
Freier

Our banquet room with floor-
to-ceiling windows overlooks the
golf course. Itis a beautiful set-
ting, tucked away with no city buildings to see.
We have the entire venue just for FFGM to
enjoy. The easiest access to New Berlin Hills 1s
off 124th Street south of Greenfield Avenue
where you would turn west onto Graham. You’ll
see a sign for the golf course. If you are coming
from Sunnyslope Road,

See ANNUAL MEETING, page 3


http://www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org

calendar

at a glance

11/5 5th @ 5 Host needed.

11/13 Book Club. 1:30 via Zoom.
American Dirt (U.S./Mexico) by
Jeanine Cummins.

11/14 Fort Atkinson Day. Visit
Hoard Museum and Blackhawk
Annual Art Show at 11 a.m.
Lunch at 12:45 at Paddy Cough-
lin’s Pub. Visit Jones Dairy Farm
Market and numerous optional
stops. R.S.V.P. to Ann Line.

12/2 FFGM Board meeting. 6:30
p.m. via Zoom.

12/15 Annual Meeting and Holi-
day Lunch. 11:45 a.m. social
hour; 12:30 p.m. lunch. $24. New
Berlin Hills Golf Course, 13175 W.
Graham St.,New Berlin. R.S.V.P.
to both Ann Line and Dorothy
Krupa.

1/5 2 p.m. Fifth @ 5 at Barbara
and Joe Geck’s, 1258 Seitz Dr.,
Waukesha.

2024 Journeys
April 156-22 - Shelby, NC Outbound

July 16-23 - Quad Cities & Cedar
Rapids/lowa City Outbound
Aug. 10-17 - Baton Rouge, LA In-
bound

Oct. 19 - Nov. 10, New Zealand
and Australia.

Check my.friendshipforce.org
frequently for other travel
opportunities.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2024

AT YOUR HOUSE? fifth @ 5

The January Fifth @ 5 will be at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 5, at the
home of Barbara and Joe Geck, 1258 Seitz Dr., Waukesha. Please tell
Barbara you plan to attend.

Volunteers are needed for the rest of 2025. (See president’s letter
about getting involved.) Hosting a Fifth @ 5 is one of the easiest
things you can do. Your FFGM friends come over for a couple of
hours, bringing appetizers, desserts and their own beverages, and you
provide plates, napkins and cups. Or you can host a game night. Or
some other activity you think people would enjoy.

During winter months, when it’s dark early, we have been changing
the time to earlier in the afternoon. You can even change the date to
a Saturday or Sunday closer to the actual 5th of the month.

Please let Barbara Geck know when you’d like to host.

NOV 13: book club

The last FFGM Book Club discussion of 2024 will be Wednesday,
Nov. 13 at 1:30 p.m. on Zoom. The book is American Dirt (U.S./Mexi-
co) by Jeanine Cummins. Iva Richards will be the facilitator. Every-
one is welcome. If you never have joined us, think about doing so.

IMPORTANT! Come prepared to suggest books to be read in 2025,
when we’ll celebrate our 50th book to be read! We have been reading
together since April 2017. We meet at 1:30 p.m. on the second
Wednesday of odd-numbered months. In 2025 we will do a combi-
nation of in-person and Zoom meetings. We read both fiction and
non-fiction. Books need to take place in a foreign country or deal with
another culture or ethnicity.

Lauren Fox
(wearing
mask), the
Milwaukee
author of
Send for Me,
was a special
guest atf the
September
book club.
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ANNUAL MEETING, fiom page 1

turn east onto Honey Lane and
then south on Elm Grove Road.
also hear journey reports and
updates, the president’s report
and the treasurer’s report, as well
as committee reports.

You can count on surprises and
prizes and entertainment to en-
joy. Members are also requested
to bring canned fruit, cereal and
canned meat (chicken or tuna)
for the Friedens Food Pantry /
Nourish MKE. (4lso see page 6 for
suggestions of other items the food
pantry needs).

Reservations must be made by
Dec. 8 by contacting BOTH
Dorothy Krupa AND Ann Line.
Dorothy will invoice you for

$24. IMPORTANT: Reserva-
tions made after Dec. 8 will in-
cur a $10 per person late fee, per
the restaurant’s regulations.

Come join your FFGM friends
for a nice afternoon in a lovely
setting!

JOURNEY TO INDONESIA

Friendship Force of Lincoln, Neb.
will have spots available on its
2025 summer Journey to Java, In-
donesia, and is still finalizing
dates.

Possible dates include June 25 to
July 2 in Yogyakarta and July 2 to
8 in Bogor. The club hopes to take
15 Ambassadors.

If you are interested in joining the
Lincoln club, please let Maxine
Moul know.
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NOVEMBER 14: fort atkinson

Join your FFGM friends on Thursday, Nov. 14, for a fun-filled day in
Fort Atkinson. No, we are not going to the Fireside Theatre! Instead,
we'll see a fort and Indian mounds, learn about our dairy heritage, tour
a farm market, and have lunch at an Irish pub.

We start at the Hoard Dairy Museum and National Dairy Shrine at 401
Whitewater Ave. You need to be there at 11 a.m. for a welcome and
introduction followed by a self-guided tour and a 17-minute video. You
will learn about local history, the Blackhawk War, mysteries of the
mounds, dairy farming, and cow breeds. As a bonus, we will be there
the week of the Blackhawk Annual Art Show. The Hoard Museum is
free but requests a $5 donation, which you can pay individually on site.

After the Hoard, we head to a 12:45 p.m. lunch at Paddy Coughlin’s
Pub at 14 Sherman Ave. You will order off the menu, and you can re-
quest individual checks.

Next we’ll visit the Jones Dairy Farm Market at 601 Jones Ave. After a
free, half-hour guided tour at 2:15 p.m., you might like to shop for some
of the market’s meat products or try some of its ice cream.

This ends the organized group activities, and you are on your own to
explore the area further . . . or head home. Please consider sticking
around. Three top places to see are:

1. The Panther Intaglio, a quick stop at 1230 Hwy. 106, which is also
Riverside Drive. This is the ONLY known intaglio effigy mound in
the world. Normally the mounds are elevated, but this is a reverse
mound, a depression, in the shape of a panther. It dates back to
about 1000 A.D. There is only a historical marker and the intaglio
efligy to see.

2. Indian Mounds Park at W7561 Koshkonong Road. There are 11
efligy mounds, new signage, and a walking trail.

3. TFort Koshkonong This is a replica of the original fort from the
Blackhawk War. It is located in Rock River Park on Riverside
Drive.

More bonus items to check out: Poyer's Farm Market at 323 N. 4th
Street, 9 to 6 p.m. which is known for homemade pies, and Simple Life
Country Store at N2795 Ebbert Lane, 10 to 4 p.m. This Amish store
sells bulk food.

Please contact Ann Line a to let her
know you are coming by Nov. 10, as a
lunch count needs to be called in. No
money is needed in advance. Also, if
you are interested in car pooling,
please let Ann know.

PANTHER IN

EFFIGY M(
CIRCA U
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American
Conference

MILWAUKEE SHINES AT FFI’S
NORTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE

The nearly 200 attendees of the North
American Conference felt very wel-
comed in our vibrant city. We gave
them samples of kringle, the official
Wisconsin pastry, as well as bottles of
water, It seemed as if nearly everyone
took advantage of laminating their
business card to form a luggage tag.
And we provided them with warm
hospitality as well as guidance on
what to see and do in Milwaukee.
With the downtown location of the
Drury Plaza Hotel, the participants
could step outside and experience
the many interesting sights of our
downtown
area. They
loved Mil-
waukee!
Thank you to
our members
who volun-
teered to
make the
conference a
total success.
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A DAY FOR
CAVE & TROLLS
22 members
toured the
Cave of the
Mounds, fol-
lowed by lunch
at the Grumpy
Troll in Mt,
Horeb and a
visit to the Mt.
Horeb Diriftless
Historium.
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LOOSEN, FREIER NOMINATED TO LEAD FFGM BOARD

At the Annual Meeting on Dec. 15, you™ll be asked
to vote for Dave Loosen to be FFGM’s new President
and for Stephanie Freier as Vice President. The club
continues to seek someone to fill the Treasurer’s posi-
tion.

When Dave retired in 2011 after a 38-year career
with the Milwaukee County Council of the Boy
Scouts of America, he was able to “close the loop”
and put to good use his long-ago zoology degree. He
volunteers hundreds of hours each year at the Mil-
waukee County Zoo, giving tours and Animal in Ac-
tion talks, and helping with special events and educa-
tional programs — “a little bit of everything.”

This year, he expects to have spent more than 500
hours at the zoo, where he especially enjoys interac-
tions with guests and “continually learning new
things.”

The late Gary Drescher recruited Dave and his wife
Lynne to join FFGM at least ten years ago. They
have occasionally traveled on journeys and have
hosted small dinners and 5ths at 5s at their West Allis
home, and participated in many club activities. Last
summer, Dave led FFGM members on a zoo tour.

Dave also served for 28 years as Scoutmaster for a
troop of 50 to 55 boys in West Allis and is proud that
during those years, 75 young men achieved the rank
of Eagle Scout, including his son.

A Milwaukee native, Dave graduated from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in zoology. But jobs
in that field were scarce, and the Boy Scouts were
recruiting. So Dave, himself an Eagle Scout, joined

the county council’s staff. His final job before retiring
was as Director of Support Services, with responsibil-
ity for camp operations and risk management,
among other duties.

Dave also helps when needed at Mount Hope
Lutheran Church, where Lynne is very active in its
Ministries program that includes a food pantry and
provides clothing and household goods to needy fam-
ilies. He also continues to be an assistant scoutmaster
for his West Allis troop, although it shrank dramati-
cally during the pandemic.

He and Lynne have a daughter, a son, and two
grandchildren.

Stephanie, nominee for Vice President, was born and
raised in Wisconsin and was inspired to travel by her
grandparents, Don and Terry Peters, who were
members of FFGM. She has a daughter, 15, and son,
12, with whom she has shared her love of travel and
exploring the world.

As an Aerospace Engineer by degree, Stephanie loves
data, project management and budgeting. She started
her career as a Robotics Flight Controller in Mission
Control for theSpace Shuttle at NASA’s Johnson
Space Center in Houston, Texas. Then she spent
time with Rockwell Collins on business jets before
joining Kohler, where for nine years she has worked
in Kitchen and Bath Operations and most recently in
Hospitality responsible for Environmental Health
and Safety and Program Management.

Stephanie 1s a part of FFI's volunteer task force re-
sponsible for improving the onboarding and retention
of new members.

YOUR DONATIONS CAN HELP MITCHELL STREET FOOD PANTRY

The Mitchell Street food pantry (formerly Despensa
de la Paz) continues to provide food and daily living
items to clients on Saturday mornings The new site
manager, Chad Walter, and his team have improved
the procedures and are doing some much-needed re-
decorating to the interior.

The pantry still is in need of all the help it can get! In
particular, save:

* LEgg cartons
» Plastic bags (Sendik's and others)
* Artificial green plants

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2024

*  Money donations, no amount too small.

Also, if you could ask your dentist for spare tooth-
brushes and tubes of toothpaste, those always are
needed.

Give items to Gayle Best or Mary Cimbalnik. Also,
feel free to ask them or Dave Kalan about joining
them as volunteers at the food pantry.

For more information on the pantry, check out
NOURISHMKE.ORG

www.friendshipforcemilwaukee.org
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DOWN ON THE FARM

In early September, 17
members enjoyed pizza
outdoorsat Grassway
Organics, a farm near
East Troy following a
walking four of the farm.

A 5TH @ 5 IN GRAFTON
Diane Stoiber and Tom Golding used

the community room at their senior
apartment complex in Grafton for
5th @ 5 in September. The event in-
cluded a tour of the complex.
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